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1,000 Masks Donated by ‘Hae-an,’ a Mask Company Founded 
by Choi Seockhwan of Korea University Sejong Campus’s 
Department of German Culture

Establishment of 
‘NeMo Classroom,’ a 
Smart Classroom with a 
Video Learning System

Professor Kang Sangwook 
Develops COVID-19 Sterilizing Blue-LED

Vice President Kim Young Participates in ‘Stay Strong’ 
Campaign with Hopes of an End to COVID-19 

Korea University Sejong Campus COVID-19 
Prevention Drive-through Checkpoint

The COVID-19 Free Zone Declaration Ceremony for the Opening of Korea 
University Health and Information Technology Center and the Successful 

Development of COVID-19 Light Sterilization Platform Technology

Professor Song Daeseop’s Research Team 
Develops COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate

KU People become stronger 
because we are together. 
Korea University Sejong 
Campus pioneers a path 
of change despite the 
COVID-19 crisis.
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Kim Geunwoo, 
Student from Korea University 
Sejong Campus’s Social Service 
Organization

Sharing the 
Warmth of the Heart 

This year it was not easy to engage in face-to-face 
activities due to COVID-19. However, in spite of such 
an arduous situation, Kim Geunwoo, a student from the 
Department of Electronics and Information Engineering, 
maintained his desire to volunteer, which was actualized 
through the voluntary service, ‘Sarangtteugae.’ Kim, the 
12th head of the information department of the Korea 
University Sejong Volunteer Service Center, planned an 
untact volunteering service that was conducted this year. 
He made steady and persistent efforts to realize the value 
of sharing, and he was able to spread the warmth of his 
heart to a greater number of people.

I experienced a meaningful moment 
during planning and conducting 
the voluntary service and thought 
it would be more worthwhile if 
other people joined our group.

COVER STORY Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Translator_ Yang Hayoung       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher

With Sincerity, the Voluntary Service Sarangtteugae
Kim said, “When I was a first-year student, I contacted 
the Volunteer Service Center about carrying out a service 
activity for ten months. I thought that I wanted to do 
more meaningful volunteering by planning the voluntary 
service on my own in addition to my normal volunteer 
duties. This was the reason he joined the Volunteer 
Service Center and was the impetus behind creating the 
activity which changed his awareness of volunteering. He 
smiled, adding, “From that point, I was able to regard this 
in a positive light, unlike thinking of it as hard work like 
I did before.” Going on with the activities, it seemed that 
his passion for volunteering stalled due to the inability 
to conduct a voluntary service face-to-face because of 
COVID-19. However, that only lasted for a short while. 
He contemplated how to express his mind in an untact 
way and eventually found the solution, coming up with 
‘Sarangtteugae,’ an activity in which volunteers knit 
scarves by hand and then deliver them to neighbors who 
need help. He claimed that giving gifts from the heart like 
that can lessen the burden of those neighbors. Also, this 
was planned because it was considered more effective to 
engage in untact volunteering at this point.

Worthwhile Memories from the Beginning
At the beginning, he was confronted with an unexpected 
difficulty. It was reported that all the planning staff had no 
experience with knitting, so, using various media sources, 
he taught them how to knit properly. Everyone had time 
to knit while keeping the same goal in mind. Although 
more time was taken than they expected since this was 
their first time, the fact that the scarves they made would 

be delivered to people who really need them encouraged 
them to cope with the hardship from the beginning. When 
Kim and the staff got together and knitted, it made them 
realize the value of sharing again.
Those scarves, knitted with the warm hearts of the 
volunteers, were delivered to Sejong City welfare centers 
for disabled people.

Untact Volunteering for More People
Along with Sarangtteugae, a diverse range of untact 
volunteering services were also conducted. First, there 
was the ‘Sejong traditional market ‘Al-a-gabsijang’ (Getting 
to know the traditional market), which was the beginning 
of their untact volunteering. It was devised to attract 
young people to this place to revive a stagnant economy 
due to the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic. The main work 
involved producing and distributing card news containing 
information on the Sejong traditional market as related 
by students. He said, “We underwent some trial and error 
because it was our first untact experience, but I was 
proud of receiving the students’ eager responses after we 
completed the distribution.” Also, he designed the ‘Stem 
cell donation campaign’ to promote a harmonious society 
by stressing the meaning and importance of stem cell and 
organ donation. He said he hoped to lessen the resistance 
people have to donating stem cells and that they may one 
day become donors through this campaign.

Kim wrapped up his activities with the Korea University 
Sejong Volunteer Service Center with Sarangtteugae. 
He reminisced about when he was together with his 
teammates and smiled. He said that he experienced many 
meaningful moments while planning and carrying out 
his volunteer duties, and he thinks that it would be more 
worthwhile for other people to join the group. He added 
that the semester has ended, so there is no chance to 
volunteer together as a member, but he wants to join as 
a fellow student if he gets the opportunity. Owing to the 
fact that he volunteered from start to finish with a pure 
heart, the whole experience was more meaningful. The 
scarves made by untact volunteers in the midst of the 
difficult situation caused by COVID-19 were presented as 
gifts of warmth in the winter. However, the warmth was 
conveyed not only through the scarves, but also through 
the volunteers’ true hearts and the value of sharing, so the 
memories will last forever in their minds. 



President Kim Donghyeon
of Total Student’s Union 

Untact Festival 
under the theme, 
‘The Same Mind 
as You’

In 2020, the Korea University 
Sejong Campus Festival was held in 
an “untact” (online) format. It was 
the school’s first attempt, but both 
host and participants took part in 
the festival with a positive mindset. 
Even though this festival had never 
been held this way before, the 
reason why it ended successfully was 
that there was someone who truly 
wished and worked hard for every 
student to truly enjoy their campus 
lives, and we were lucky to hear his 
story of how it all came about.

KU-INSIDE, Meeting Students about Various Topics
The online festival ‘KU-INSIDE,’ held as part of Korea Uni-
versity Sejong Campus’s 40-year anniversary celebration, 
went on for three days, and students were able to enjoy 
a variety of festival themes. On the first day, the theme 
was that of an E-sports tournament where students were 
able to join the games themselves, stream games with 
commentary, or predict the outcomes. The theme on the 
second day involved a talk concert held in the form of an 
elective course, a format that allowed people to meet with 
those they were not able to meet often. The last day of the 
festival involved a collaborative theme that enabled stu-
dents to join in with the content. After a quiz show, entitled 
‘KUiz Show,’ and a discussion with upper-year students 
called ‘When I was at KU,’ campus clubs put on a number 
of vibrant performances and students took in the colorful 
campus atmosphere created by the festival’s diversity. 

Encouraging Willingness to Overcome Hardship
Kim explained his motive behind the festival’s format, say-
ing, “During the first semester, many bills were passed 
that focused on rewarding students with scholarships. 
It was mostly set into place by the second semester; 
therefore, I focused on providing students with joy this 
time around. This era will continue for some time, so we 
prepared in this way knowing that this festival is likely to 
become the first step into the future.” He expressed that 
this festival was different from previous offline festivals in 
a number of ways and designed the festival with this idea 
in mind. The idea for each day to have a different theme 
represented the realization of his idea and demonstrated 
his desire to hold a diverse festival that takes into account 
everything down to the smallest detail. 

A Time that Everyone Enjoyed
Unlike previous festivals, there were understandably some 

obstacles in preparing for the new untact format. Kim 
chuckled, saying, “The most difficult part was to include 
honesty in the videos. As the representative of the students, 
we conducted the festival based on our own philosophy, 
and we are glad that it ended successfully.” He mentioned 
that the third day was the most memorable. While being 
reminded of the festival, he commented that, “Many people 
had shown interest in joining the festival, and in keeping 
with that interest, people wanted to gain chances to show 
their performances online. Thanks to that, the performers 
and the audience were able to spend a meaningful time 
together.” He added that he was proud of being able to dis-
play the identity of the campus to first-year students who 
have not, as yet, been able to participate in campus events 
the way they are meant to be participated in. 

He looked back at the events and felt that he had created 
something out of nothing, but his effort to protect the stu-
dents’ rights and their enjoyable campus life did not stop 
as a student council president. He was contemplating how 
to let others know what the student council is capable of in 
terms of giving back to the students, finding the solution in 
gifting students with a new form of enjoyment through the 
untact festival. We continue to wish him the very best just 
as he is giving us his. 
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As the PR team of Korea University Sejong Campus, 
what activities does the team undertake to inform 
people about the campus?
First, we are currently giving campus tours for middle 
and high school students and VIP guests. Also, we 
act as guides during the off-campus exhibition that is 
held each year. Sometimes, we hold events for stu-
dents on campus. One of the events that stays with us 
is the ‘Sejong City Tour,’ a tour program in which we 
introduce Sejong City’s main tourist attractions with 
explanations from representatives of the city’s Cul-
tural Tourism and City Expertise organizations. While 
we had less of a chance to enjoy the event with the 
students in the past because we had to focus more on 
maintaining the event, this time we were able to get 
to know more about the students.

There had to be times when you were faced with 
difficult situations. When was such a time?
It had to be the time when offline meetings were dis-
couraged due to COVID-19. The first difficulties we 
faced involved member interviews and training. We 
tried to communicate with the students through Hong 
Rang’s official SNS platform becaise booth events 
were difficult to hold. The product of our efforts 
ended up being the ‘Hong Rang Magazine,’ which re-
mains as one of our most impressive activities yet. 

Please describe the newly published ‘Hong Rang 
Magazine’ with the start of the new non-contact era.
The ‘Hong Rang Magazine’ is a new type of content 
that informs students about what kinds of activities 
we are going to conduct each month. We post many 
photos of ourselves participating in various events 
like elections and volunteer activities because we 
want to display our most exemplary moments. We 
always want to increase our SNS activities, and since 
COVID-19 has ushered in a new non-contact era, we 
were able to continue our main activity of publishing 
the ‘Hong Rang Magazine.’ Every month, our hearts 
are filled with pride as we plan out what to include 
in the magazine with our team and create the type of 
content that only Hong Rang can create. 

What is something that can be considered re-
presentative of the experience of being a member of 
Hong Rang?
If we had to think of only one, we would say it is our 
special crimson uniform that only a chosen few can 
wear. Therefore, we feel the obligation as student 
representatives when we wear the uniform. Fur-
thermore, Hong Rang, just like its slogan, is ‘Open to 
Anyone, yet a Specialized Organization.’ Therefore, 
if anybody is interested in joining, anyone is free to 
knock on the door with confidence. 

Seo Sumin,
Team Leader of HongRang, 
Korea University Sejong 
Campus Student PR team

COVER STORY

Seo Sumin, 
Head Team Leader of Hongrang, and 
Han Jiyeong, 
Director of KDBS 

Our School’s 
Elevated Status

Korea University Sejong Campus’s Student PR 
Team Hong Rang and the Sejong Broadcast Studio 
KDBS are working hard for the development of 
the campus and a more enjoyable campus life 
for students. Just like the meaning of crimson 
waves embedded in Hong Rang, informing more 
people in the world about the campus directly is 
a more active way. KDBS is also doing its best to 
manifest people’s empathy and unity through its 
broadcasts. I heard the stories of Hong Rang’s 
team leader, Seo Soomin, from the Department 
of Big Data Science, and KDBS’s director, Han 
Jiyeong, from Public Sociology. They are doing 
their best under the common goal of improving 
the campus and student development even in the 
midst of the unforeseen crisis that has arisen due 
to COVID-19.

Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Kwon Yeonwoo       Translator_ Son Seungwook       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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What kind of activities do you do to embody the 
special voice of the Sejong Campus?
KDBS is organized into the four departments of 
press, publishing, announcing, and film. Each depart-
ment reports on various issues that occur around the 
campus. In addition, we upload visual news and web 
contents onto YouTube. 

You must have faced many difficulties doing in-
person activities due to COVID-19. How did you all 
manage such activities this year?
As there were fewer people around the campus, peo-
ple applying for KDBS understandably decreased. 
However, although the number of members has de-
creased, various feedback was reviewed and applied 
to improve any inconveniences felt by our members. 
Also, we were not able to start the broadcast from 
March due to the pandemic, so we conducted meet-
ings through video conference programs and broad-
casted various programs weekly after the start of the 
semester.

What is a special quality that only KDBS possesses?
The biggest positive aspect of KDBS is that every 
member can design their own broadcasts and create 
them. Furthermore, we can focus more on in-campus 
events and inform students of that type of informa-
tion. There are always difficult times when trying to 
broadcast a quality program, but we can move for-
ward with confidence when we see people who enjoy 
our show. We hope that anyone who is interested in 
media or broadcasting joins our program. 

While both personalities are different, the two agen-
cies both let others know more about the campus and 
work hard to ensure a more enjoyable campus life. 
While interviewing the representatives of each team, I 
was able to feel the pure passion that these agencies 
possess. My hope is that these two people continue to 
develop the Sejong Campus culture both now and into 
the future. 

13KU Sejong Vol.05

Han Jiyeoung,
Director of KDBS,
the Korea University
Sejong Campus
Independent Media Agency



The Dream of Eradicating 
COVID-19 with Light, 
the Source of a Life 
Phenomena

Talking about the existence of the ‘COVID-19 Free Zone’
The COVID-19 Free Zone was made to eradicate the 
COVID-19 virus using controlled light capable of destroying 
organisms. Professor Kang determined that since the virus 
is strong and infectious, it cannot be blocked with normal 
prevention methods. This determination led to the thinking 
that destroying the virus with light was the best option. In 
the COVID-19 Free Zone, 405nm lights are installed, which 
are harmless to the human body and can also be used as 
normal light. The 405~450nm XLED light is a new technol-
ogy with effective sterilization capabilities and has strong 
and weak sterilization, and normal light modes. Currently, 
knowledge of the effectiveness of XLED light has spread 
and requests have been made for it be used in Sejong 
City’s educational and public facilities. Also, for XLED lights 
to work effectively, the room temperature plasma has to 
be developed, but the binary sterilization is limited and is 
in the process of development. After obtaining the room 
temperature plasma technology, it will be converged with 
the platform technology to create an effective sterilization 
COVID-19 Free Zone. Lastly, the visible ray induction room 
temperature plasma is harmless to the human body and 
has considerable sterilization abilities, allowing for lec-
tures to be done in the classroom. 

COVID-19 Free Zone working with the Health Information 
Technology Center
Six COVID-19 Free Zones are installed in the Science and 
Technology Building II from room numbers 223 to 228. 
Also, for protection and running R&D (Research and De-
velopment), the Health Information Technology Center 
was created. Professor Kang is the first chief of the Health 
Information Technology Center, which was created for the 
purposes of expanding health information technology and 
prevention of viruses like COVID-19. The Health Informa-
tion Technology Center has developed disinfection technol-
ogy with light and is in clinical trials at the moment to de-
termine its effectiveness. Additionally, other work like the 
release of the free zone and studies on big data are being 
undertaken in the center. The COVID-19 Free Zone is being 
acknowledged as one of the most needed technologies in 
South Korea. Due to Professor Kang’s efforts, starting from 
September 2020, yearly research funding in the amount 
of 300 million won will be given to the Health Information 
Technology Center by the Ministry of Science and ICT, the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, the Ministry of Health and 
Welfare, and the Korea Food and Drug Administration. The 
research funding will be used towards developing new and 
mutant virus prevention equipment for the strengthening 
of the national virus prevention system.

“As a scientist, the reason I started 
studying light was due to the interest in 
the source of vital phenomenon.”

Professor Kang Sangwook of the 
Department of Advanced Materials 
Chemistry of Korea University Sejong 
Campus has researched studies using 
light. After 32 years of research, the 
‘COVID-19 Free Zone’ was created. The 
‘COVID-19 Free Zone’ refers to a place 
where the COVID-19 virus cannot survive. 
We met with Professor Kang who put his 
research efforts towards creating a safe 
environment. 

Professor Kang Sangwook
of the Department of Advanced Materials Chemistry

Lead Changes Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Park Gunhee       Translator_ Kang Minho       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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The COVID-19 virus does not evolve into a cell; therefore, it is very hard 
to detect, follow, and destroy. Especially last year, COVID-19 was ex-
tremely infectious and had a significant impact on places where people 
have to meet face-to-face. Also, for chemical disinfection, I find that 
there is a limit on preventing air and large area infections. Therefore, 
I thought about these situations, and as a person who studies light, I 
thought that the solution was in using ‘selective light.’ Especially, if this 
could be done with the light we use on a daily basis, it would be even 
better. Based on all these reasons I just mentioned, the COVID-19 Free 
Zone was born. 

I put a lot of effort into making the light harmless to the human body 
and having the capacity to destroy the virus at the same time. Currently, 
the coating that forms into plasma in room temperature is developing. 
This coating has the ability to destroy the COVID-19 virus and has the 
nickname of CBC (COVID-19 Buster Coating).

After the interview, Professor Kang mentioned that students should 
focus on their education by believing in the school’s efforts. The univer-
sity’s role is to perform research and share new information with the 
students. I think that society’s developments are based on this infor-
mation. I was able to feel the passion that he has for his research after 
listening to the details of his work. I send my applause to him and his 
future research. 

Light is categorized by energy, and the light with the greatest energy 
is ultraviolet -C rays. This light energy can lead to disconnection of the 
virus’s reproduction in its DNA, but it can also be harmful to the human 
body. Therefore, its use is limited. Compared to -C rays, -A rays have 
less energy. Therefore, a medium that can induct this light has to be 
used. This can be seen in the markets for products that clean air. How-
ever, commercializing this without knowing how to create this medium 
can cause problems. The 405~450nm visible rays developed in Korea 
University Sejong Campus are safe for the human body, and its green 
light has been selected as the source of light. A coating that forms into 
a plasma in room temperature was combined with the green light, 
which is a binary method. 

There were many 
unpredictable things that 
happened due to COVID-19 
and there were probably 
many thoughts that went 
through your mind, so 
what was the reason for 
creating the COVID-19 
Free Zone?

Which part of the COVID-19 
Free Zone did you have to 
concentrate on the most?

What is the principle 
on which disinfecting 
COVID-19 viruses with the 
use of light is based? 

Professor Kang’s life,

from researching light to 
creating the COVID-19 Free 
Zone, heard directly from him. 
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New Golden Age 
of Online Lectures 

Numerous online lectures were conducted in Korea University 
Sejong Campus this year. Due to the increasing number 
of online lectures, a new system was needed to construct 
classes unlike those of the existing face-to-face type. Behind 
the construction of a new system were a great number of 
hardworking people, one of whom was researcher Kim 
Jinyoung in charge of E-learning for the Center for Teaching 
and Learning of the Sejong Education Innovation Institute in 
Korea University. We spoke with Kim in regard to how online 
lectures are going to be conducted moving forward.

School Life Changed by COVID-19
The biggest change in the Sejong Campus in 2020, as in-
dicated by Kim, is the existence of ‘online lectures.’ With 
untact lectures being conducted online due to COVID-19, 
significant administrative changes occurred as well, in-
cluding an LMS (Learning Management System) built for 
online learning on campus. With COVID-19 persisting, the 
Center for Teaching and Learning provided recorded lec-
tures through the ReadyStream Producer last semester 
and additional solutions such as Collaborate, Kaltura, and 
Zoom this semester to support real-time lectures. In other 
words, the main change is that the campus’s online teach-
ing and learning infrastructure, which can overcome time 
and space, is advancing due to COVID-19.

Online Lecture System Moving Forward to the Future
The Center for Teaching and Learning made a great deal 
of effort to construct the online lecture infrastructure, with 
untact lectures being forced upon the campus by COVID-19. 
On this account, it was explained that various policies on 
untact lectures were established for the campus. Accord-
ingly, recorded lectures, real time remote lectures, and on/
off-line lectures are being supported. To teach professors 
how to use these lectures, a workshop on how to cope with 
COVID-19 and a workshop involving actual training for real 
time remote online lectures (first and second ICT uses) for 
the second semester of 2020 were carried out that targeted 
both faculty members and students. Also, it was reported 
that Kim supported the smooth progress of the lectures 
by sending six volumes of card news via email, which ex-
plained the manual to teachers. It was at that moment that 
her clear commitment to creating an optimal online lecture 
environment was apparent. 

A Leap through Crisis, Development of a New System
Kim had a considerably difficult time helping teachers and 
learners get accustomed to the inconveniences of untact 
lectures and lack of face-to-face communication as well 
as updating them on the existing features of Blackboard. 
However, the crisis became the first step in a series of 
leaps that would eventually lead to the establishment of 
an improved online environment. The Center for Teaching 
and Learning bought and loaned out tablet PCs to sup-
port professor’s use of Blackboard and also built a NeMo 
classroom, which is a smart lecture room. Additionally, 
it enthusiastically dealt with complaints from whomever 

was having difficulties by running a Help Desk that provid-
ed the professors with a manual of examples, and prac-
tice and instructions involving the equipment. Thanks to 
such efforts, faculty members and students were able to 
smoothly participate in the classes.

Korea University Sejong Campus Developing in an Untact 
Period
With COVID-19 coming into play all of a sudden, the sight 
of a university town and classroom has transformed. 
Then, what is being planned next? Kim mentioned that 
the Sejong Campus is ready to increasingly introduce the 
KUS version of the Flipped Class in stages. She said, “The 
Flipped Class involves students taking an online class 
ahead of time and then attending the main offline class, 
which consists mostly of discussion. It is expected that 
small scale discussion rooms will expand to enhance 
learners’ understanding in advance during the Flipped 
Class, and then getting together offline will make it pos-
sible for them to discuss and debate efficiently.” As such, 
the Sejong Campus is working hard to develop a special-
ized education brand. In spite of the situation where many 
things have changed, the campus is poised to have a great 
year owing to a stable system that resulted from the ef-
forts of many, in particular, researcher Kim Jinyoung. The 
online lecture system constructed at this point in time, will 
be there to support various classes as the school contin-
ues to move forward. 

Lead Changes

Kim Jinyoung,
Researcher in the Sejong Center for 
Teaching and Learning
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New Departments and 
Colleges to Lead 2021 Changes

Starting from 2021, Korea University Sejong Campus is establishing a total of three new departments 
including the Department of Autonomous Mobility, the Division of Smart Cities, and the Department 

of AI Semiconductor Engineering, and another two new departments, the Department of AI Cyber 
Security and the Division of Big Data Science. Today, let’s meet these departments, whose new 

beginnings will soon take the lead in the changes in Korea’s future technology. 

Predicting the Future of Mobility Technology
After planning and executing the ground plans for automobile industry development in July 
2018, Sejong City has taken the lead in the field of autonomous mobility. This has created 
the appropriate environment for attracting enterprises and infrastructure construction and 
resulted in the establishment of an industrial ecosystem. In July 2019, Sejong City was se-
lected as an automobile demonstration regulatory free zone. The city was also chosen as 
an automobile-based public transportation demonstration research city. Not only that, they 
are also expanding research support for automobile government projects and creating 
employment opportunities by attracting various promising automobile corporations. The 
Korea University Sejong Campus’s Department of Autonomous Mobility is keeping pace 
with these futuristic automobile technologies and is preparing for the cultivation of talents 
that will lead the future in AI, Computer Engineering, Electrical and Electronic Engineer-
ing, and Mechanical Engineering, to name a few.
On October 28, the Postal Service’s Autopilot Test Operation Event took place simultane-
ously with the 40th anniversary celebration of the establishment of Korea University Sejong 
Campus. The Postal Service Autopilot Automobile Service being implemented is an untact 
postal service utilizing autopilot technology that receives and delivers packages autono-
mously. This service can be used by a member of the university by registering in advance 
through the post office application and scanning the QR code issued onto the automobile 
screen, which would then open the storage box for packages to be placed in or picked up. 
Then, users can put the objects or documents they want to send into the storage box. It is 
anticipated that more convenient and smarter technology will emerge with the start of this 
non-contact future postal service, which has been created in line with the digital new deal 
and the post-Corona era.

Declaration of the Korea University Smart City Enterprise Organization’s Vision
On December 4, the 2020 Smart City Security Workshop took place at the Korea University 
Seoul Campus’s International Center for Convergence Technology. This workshop was carried 
out as part of the declaration of the Korea University Graduate School’s Department of Informa-
tion Management Smart City Enterprises Vision. Through this workshop, participants took time 
to discuss the trends in global smart cities and security technology and sought cooperation on 
plans between national and foreign universities, enterprises, and local governments.
The Korea University Smart City Enterprise Organization was launched with the participation 
of the Department of Electronics and Information Engineering, the Department of Environ-
mental Systems Engineering, the Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics, and the 
Department of AI Cyber Security. Their goal is to apply human factors (social relationships, 
collective diseases, happiness, social psychology, etc.) into the plans of smart cities. This will 
allow for the scholarly and practical study of human-centered AI smart cities, which aligns 
sustainability with security, and cultivates core talents who are convergence professionals. 
To attain their research and educational goals, they have set their sights on smart cities and 
the convergence of digital health care bio-fusion to prepare for the post-Corona era by syn-
thetically analyzing the trends of new industries in national and foreign smart cities and the 
environments of these fields.

Expectation of the Cultivation of Professional Talents in the Field of AI Semiconductors

Expectation of the cultivation of professional talents in the field of AI Semiconductors AI 
semiconductors are becoming a new trend in the semiconductor industry ever since ad-
vancements in their performance came about with the new technology that the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution has ushered in. The government has also decided to participate in the 
Coordination of Government R&D Business by investing one trillion won for the next ten 
years for next-generation intelligent semiconductor development. Since the AI semicon-
ductor industry, which has emerged as a core element of global hegemonic competition in 
the AI era, is a burgeoning industry with minimal competition, it can help to lead the global 
market if its main technology is obtained faster than others.
Sejong City, the national model for smart cities, is investing 1.5 trillion won in order to 
drastically improve citizens’ lives based on AI·Big Data·Block Chain·Autopilot technology 
and advance the city into a high technology ICT convergence capital. ICT convergence high 
technology business is based on AI semiconductors. The Department of AI Semiconductor 
Engineering, soon to be established in 2021, is expected to increase the quality and quanti-
ty of students’ education and employment with a solid new curriculum for training profes-
sional talents of AI semiconductors and career guidance focused on AI semiconductors. ▲ Photo of Autopilot Postal Service Automobile

The Department 
of Autonomous 
Mobility

Division of 
Smart Cities

Department of 
AI 
Semiconductor 
Engineering 

The Postal Service’s 
Autopilot Test Operation 
Event

2020 Smart City Security 
Workshop

Conducting Coordination 
of Government R&D 
Business, Investment of 
Approximately One Trillion 
Won for Ten Years

Lead Changes
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▲		Photo of Three-Party Business Cooperation Agreement Event of the Korea University Sejong 
Campus-SK Infosec-Korea Institute of Science and Technology Information

Targeting both Cultivation of Cyber Security Field Professionals and Employment
Last September, the ‘Three-Party Business Cooperation Agreement Event of Korea Uni-
versity Sejong Campus-SK Infosec-Korea Institute of Science and Technology Informa-
tion’ took place at the Korea University Sejong Campus. The three organizations agreed 
to cooperate with each other for new cyber security technologies and proceed with co-
operative research development for talent cultivation and employment guarantees. The 
background of this agreement was based on the achievements of the students of the Ko-
rea University Department of AI Cyber Security, who not only achieved a high rank in the 
global hacking competition, but also founded a campus club that was selected number 
one out of all national encryption clubs. Another campus hacking club was also selected 
as a national university information protection club authorized by the KISA. These two 
accomplishments were what encouraged the two organizations to finalize the agreement 
with Korea University Sejong Campus.
With the Cyber Security Major being adapted into the Department of AI Cyber Security 
from 2021, students will complete an AI cyber security major curriculum and experience 
the chance to gain first-hand field expertise. They will also be given a chance to intern 
at the Korea Institute of Science and Technology Information, the lead organization in 
the AI security field, and in addition, be granted priority employment opportunities at SK 
Infosec, the top national security enterprise. The agreement is applied equally to current 
students. 
Although hacking skills have increased rapidly these days due to the development of the 
IT environment, the probability of detection is decreasing. Therefore, new AI detecting 
technology for effective responses is highly sought after. According to the Ministry of 
Science and ICT’s ‘2019 Civil Section Data Protection Comprehensive Plan,’ there will be 
a lack of manpower in the area of nine thousand people by 2020 despite an increase in 
the supply of cyber security professional talents. Companies have also encountered an 
imbalance in supply and demand of AI cyber security professionals. Therefore, we hope 
that the establishment of the Department of AI Cyber Security will help overcome any 
labor force deficiency in the civil and public fields of AI cyber security professionals.

Department 
of AI Cyber 
Security 

Three-Party Business 
Cooperation Agreement 
Event of Korea University 
Sejong Campus-SK 
Infosec-Korea Institute of 
Science and Technology 
Information 

Mini interview

How did the Three-Party Agreement happen? 

I believe that the following agreement occurred because the excellence of the 

students of the Cyber Security Major in Korea University Sejong Campus was 

externally verified, and the major’s status escalated after that. We hope that with 

the agreement between SK Infosec and the Korea Institute of Science and Tech-

nology Information, students will be able to gain first-hand field experience and a 

quality education, both of which are necessary to become top cyber security pro-

fessionals in the future. 

What are your expectations for each organization after the agreement?

We hope that Korea University Sejong Campus develops the campus reputation 

through publicity and the cultivation of outstanding students in professional and 

precisely organized departments. For SK Infosec, we expect an enhancement of 

their corporate image by securing field professionals beforehand. Lastly, for the 

Korea Institute of Science and Technology Information, we anticipate intensifica-

tion of their corporate image through joint research with the university and offer-

ing internships to prospective employers. 

What do you think of the agreement?

It has been four years since I was appointed to Korea University with the estab-

lishment of the Cyber Security Major. Over those years, I have tried my best to 

educate students on not only theories, but also to provide them with field expe-

rience-based education and a high-quality curriculum. The students have also 

tried their utmost and continue being passionate. I am beyond happy to see that 

everyone’s efforts were noticed and that we were able to confirm this agreement 

that will provide students with chances for employment and internships within 

three or four years of the department’s establishment.

The Start of the Challenge to Become the Research University Leading the Future 
Big Data Field
From April 2019 to August 2020, the Division of Big Data Science participated in the 
‘Communication Big Data Platform,’ whose platform licensee was KT. This center was 
selected out of ten tasks of the ‘Big Data Platform and Center Establishment’ business 
contest hosted by the Ministry of Science and ICT. The business is operated in collabo-
ration with public and private big data centers and run to create data-based value and to 
support the creation of ecosystems by analyzing, distributing, and discovering innovative 
services with the collected data from the platforms. They are also planning to participate 
in the new center as a third-year big data platform business in 2021. Not only that, but 
last August, Korea University Sejong Campus came in third place out of eight teams se-
lected in the four-level BK21 business hosted by the Education Ministry and the National 
Research Foundation of Korea. The Division of Big Data Science plans to participate as a 
‘data-based economy analysis professional research team’ for nine years, starting from 
September 2020. 

Division of Big 
Data Science 

Wrapping up Participation 
in the ‘National Statistics 
Major Big Data Platform 
Enterprise Center’

Dean of the Department of 
AI Cyber Security

Professor Kim Hee Seok
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Advent of Advanced 
Technology Amid 
Non-Contact Lectures, 
Blurring the Space-
Time Boundary

As many classes have switched to an online format 
this year, Korea University Sejong Campus has 
constructed a ‘NeMo Classroom (Networked 
Modular Class)’ in order to conduct lectures 
more efficiently. A NeMo Classroom is a real time 
online video lecture system that allows students to 
participate in lectures without any limitations of 
time and space. On top of that, depending on the 
lecturer’s way of managing the class, students can 
also participate in class while actually being in the 
classroom.

The Start of Communication, the NeMo Classroom 
Project 
The NeMo Classroom is a generic term for six smart 
classrooms. Inside the classroom are a screen, camera, 
and many other technological features. The screen is in 
an electronic white board that allows notes to be taken 
on lecture materials, which can then be transmitted to 
the students right away. Also, the camera installed on 
the classroom ceiling tracks the lecturer by their sounds 
and movements and can also be monitored through the 
classroom computer. The computer screen displays both 
the screen being recorded and the screen the lecturer is 
currently using. In addition, the camera placed on the lec-
ture desk displays the online view of the students who are 
engaging in the class lecture offline. On the contrary, the 
large screen in the front of the classroom shows the stu-
dents who are listening to the lectures online. In summary, 
the lecturer can monitor all students participating both 
online and offline, all while keeping an eye on the lecture 
notes and themselves being recorded. As all students can 
be monitored through the screen simultaneously, the lec-
turer can lead the class depending on their preference of 
online, offline, or a blend of online and offline classes.

Meet the Smart Classrooms All Across the Campus
The six NeMo classrooms are located in the buildings for 
each department: Accelerator and ICT Building room 322, 
Nong Shim Hall room 302, Suk Won Hall room 325, the 
Public Policy Building room 221, the Science and Tech-
nology Building II room 118, and the Culture and Sports 
Building room 215. Both the professors and the students 
of Korea University Sejong Campus can reserve the class-
room freely through the KUPID website in the ‘Student Life 
Information’ category.

If You Need Help, Ask for the ‘Online Helper’
If anyone is having problems due to unfamiliarity with the 
smart classroom, you can ask for the help of an ‘Online 
Helper.’ An ‘Online Helper’ is an additional staff member 
that is recruited to assist with the increasing importance 
of the quality of online classes. If you need any assistance 
during class recording, you can contact the staff member 
located in each department building and ask for help.

For a Smarter Education, the NeMo Classroom 
The NeMo Classroom project started out as a way to sup-
port the students who are participating in online classes 
and ensure that they would encounter no limitations in 
terms of space and time. This has allowed the conducting 
of not only online classes, but many other special lectures 
and meetings to take place through the platform as well. 
The lecturer can record and upload lectures on Zoom, 
Collaborate, and Kaltura. Another benefit is that lecturers 
can interact with the students more efficiently. Finally, the 
NeMo Classroom provides a stable educational environ-
ment all while maintaining the COVID-19 regulations and 
social distancing requirements. Expectations for the usage 
of these smart classrooms, even after the COVID-19 pan-
demic finally comes to an end, are very high. 

Lead Changes Student Reporter_ Seo Hyeeun       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Translator_ Lim Eunhee       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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Kang Younghoon, Student of Creative Writing 
and Media Studies

Finding My New Self 
Amidst a Changing Path I am looking forward to the day when we can finally get 

together without the need for face masks. I am rooting for 
everybody until that day finally comes.

COVID-19 has turned many lives upside down and people have 
started to adjust their lives and adapt to the changes. How then has 
the life of a Korea University Sejong Campus student been altered 
after a global pandemic? The following interview with student Kang 
Younghoon of Creative Writing and Media Studies was conducted 
in hopes of catching a glimpse inside the life of university students 
amidst the circumstances forced upon them by COVID-19.

On the Path to Change Student Reporter_ Lim Eunhee       Photographer_ Kwon Yeonwoo       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher

Looking Back at ‘Myself’
After looking back at 2020, Kang said, “I spent the school semester in Jochiwon this time, but 
because of the pandemic, there were not a lot of people around. The neighborhood was very 
quiet, and I spent a lot of time home alone due to everyone’s absence. I spent time preparing 
to look for employment, but it is a shame for the first-year students who started university 
this year to have had to spend most of their time indoors without making many memories with 
their peers.” On the other hand, he also mentioned a positive change that came about. “Be-
cause I was spending so much time on my own, I had time to think more about myself. There 
were times when preparing for employment lowered my self-esteem, but thanks to the soli-
tude, I had a chance to organize my own thoughts and think about things I rarely would have.” 
He also commented about working as the student president of Cultural Contents in 2020, 
saying, “The position of the student president became more crucial during COVID-19. We had 
to connect and deliver messages from the professors to the students and vice versa. We tried 
our best to keep the connection steady.” 

On the Way into the Future We Desire 
Kang stated that although many unexpected things happened this year, the university’s appro-
priate actions towards them helped stabilize a tough situation. “I could also see with my own 
eyes that the university did their best to prevent the spread of virus infections. Student work-
ers were placed in the entrance of every building to monitor everyone’s temperature when 
entering, social distancing signs were put on desks and chairs to limit the number of people 
using the space, and partitions were placed on each desk to minimize the spread of the dis-
ease.” He also added his hopes to see many other positive actions take place, and for students 
to be able to walk around the campus without any worries. Lastly, he added that something 
he hears the most nowadays is that everyone’s having a hard time, saying, “It is tough to hear 
that everyone is tired when you are going through a tough time yourself. I think that everyone 
should remember not to fall deep into a depressive spiral and strive more towards working 
to make this moment a beneficial time. I am looking forward to the day when we can finally 
get together without the need for face masks. I am rooting for everybody until that day finally 
comes.”

The campus that used to be filled with students’ laughter is now empty. Many are reminiscing 
of the time we used to think of as ‘normal’ and are waiting for it to make its return. We hope 
that everybody continues to keep up their spirits, and patiently wait for the moment we get 
to shake hands and spend hours talking about the exciting events that will take place on the 
campus. 
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Professor Song Daeseop 
of the COVID-19 Vaccine Research Team

Opening a New 
Path and 
Heading Towards 
the Future

Since the COVID-19 pandemic has persisted over 
a long period of time, our daily life is changing; 
for example, we need to wear masks and do social 
distancing. While people are waiting for the 
vaccine in the midst of growing hardships, there 
is a COVID-19 vaccine research team of Korea 
University Sejong Campus, and Professor Song 
Daeseop, leader of the team, was interviewed and 
asked about the COVID-19 vaccine and the future.

wearing masks is likely to be routine for more than five 
years because although COVID-19 has caused the current 
pandemic, there are also a lot of COVID-19 mutations that 
are spreading fast. I hope my prediction is wrong, though. 
When I see this virus spread and the problematic situa-
tions that arise because of it, it makes me feel as if the 
idea of leaving on a trip overseas is as distant as a dream. 

Professor Song spoke about wanting to donate the vaccine 
for Korea University if he is allowed. He was sincerely con-
cerned for the safety of the staff and faculty of Korea Uni-
versity. In addition, COVID-19 vaccine development, which 
has proceeded quickly in a tense environment, looks like a 
beam of hope. I hope people can handle this new life sen-
sibly although it is driven by an exhaustive and unfamiliar 
expression like, ‘Find opportunity in crisis.’ 

immune response is weak, so we are developing vaccines 
which are appropriately mixed with immune boosters.

How long do you anticipate the current situation will 
continue?
The three elements of vaccine, treatment and preventive 
measures against epidemics need to be harmony in order 
to create an optimal situation. In addition, we need an ac-
curate diagnosis. I think now that Korea has prepared a 
confident diagnosis and conducted the quarantine of con-
firmed cases and blocked their spreading. The vaccine and 
treatment are not yet released, so it is the best way now 
to eradicate the virus completely. After that, if the vaccine 
and treatment are released, the treatment will be conduct-
ed quickly, and the nationwide infection will be eradicated 
naturally by vaccinating healthy people. However, I think 

Before the interview, please introduce yourself briefly.
Nice to see you. I am Song Daeseop. I teach pathophysiol-
ogy and animal physiology in the Department of Pharmacy 
of Korea University Sejong Campus. Virus vaccine devel-
opment and diagnosis are my main research interests.

You are developing a vaccine intended to eradicate a 
powerful virus, COVID-19. How is the research going now?
The vaccine that the team created began development after 
the vaccine nucleic sequence was released on January 17, 
2020. We were able to start the research quickly because it 
was based on the experience of our MERS research in 2015. 
Thanks to that, now we are proceeding with the COVID-19 
vaccine research by reducing a five-year process to one 
year. The vaccine we are studying now is a recombinant pro-
tein vaccine and is based on various animal models in the 

non-clinical stage. We are planning a CMO (Contract Manu-
facturing Organization) to realize clinical use through large-
scale production as well as a small one.

What is the recombinant protein vaccine you mentioned?
Recombinant protein technology is a technology that syn-
thesizes the desired part of a specific structure to induce 
immunity when a virus enters the body and to synthesize a 
large number of defense-related proteins that can defend 
against the virus. The recombinant protein vaccine is a 
technique proven in the past, and we were able to apply it 
quickly because there are some vaccine development ex-
amples that have accumulated in the past ten years. There 
are a lot of examples of recombinant protein techniques 
being used in the past, and its stability when it is applied to 
the human body is a considerable advantage. However, its 

The three elements of vaccine, 
treatment and preventive measures 
against epidemics need to be in 
harmony in order to create an optimal 
situation. In addition, we need an 
accurate diagnosis.

On the Path to Change Student Reporter_ CUI XIANGLIAN       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Translator_ Park Dahae       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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On the Path to Change

Endless Questions for 
Great Lectures

COVID-19 forced students and teachers to endure an 
exhausting year due to an unprecedented educational 
situation. School took on a different meaning for students 
and many lectures changed along with it. Then, how do 
students taking these altered lectures feel? Student Jia 
Lee of English Studies wrote an essay about ‘English 
Conversation I,’ a class taught by Professor Conrad 
Brubacher in English Studies, that won in the ‘Great 
Lecture Essay Contest’ held by the Korea University 
Sejong Center for Teaching and Learning. This is an 
interview with student Jia Lee, who wrote her honest 
ideas in the essay, and Professor Brubacher, who taught 
the lecture.

Student Reporter_ Park Dahae       Photographer_ Kim Gwando, Kwon Yeonwoo       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher

Student Lee Jia and Professor Conrad 
Brubacher of English Studies

Please introduce yourself briefly and the 
reason you wrote the essay. 
Hi, I am Jia Lee and I won the ‘Great Lec-
ture Essay Contest’ with the essay entitled, 
‘Thanks to English Conversation.’ ‘English 
Conversation I’ left a lasting impression on 
me when I looked back at the 2020 spring 
semester. I was afraid of speaking in En-
glish because it was my first time, but I was 
able to overcome that fear since Professor 
Brubacher, who always encouraged me, 
said I can do it if I make an effort and have 
passion. I was able to learn many things 
and enhance my English ability thanks to 
those words.

Can you explain what the ‘Jigsaw activity’ 
you wrote about in your essay is and what 
you felt while participating in this activity?
Jigsaw learning provides students with 
opportunities to learn many English idioms 
and words. Writing example sentences 
and dialogues based on the expressions I 
learned helped me to study English con-
versation. Also, I tried to understand how 
and when the expressions are used in 
order to apply them. There were a lot of 
idioms I had never seen before, but this 
made me write idiomatic sentences when 
I created frameworks of conversations and 
situations. After applying the expressions 

Student Lee Jia 
of English Studies

It was my first time to speak 
in English, but I was able 
to overcome my fear because 
Professor Brubacher, who 
always encouraged me, said I 
can do it if I make an effort 
and have passion.

to the sentences from beginning to end, I 
realized that I could learn idioms like that. 
As a result, I received some feedback that 
the teacher was surprised that I knew such 
colloquial expressions. The jigsaw activity 
helped me to use expressions by myself to 
learn them, so it was more exciting.

In your essay, you wrote about feeling 
a  s e n s e  o f  a cco m p l i s h m e n t  a f t e r 
completing the ‘I5 Project’ during which 
you presented and discussed various 
topics in English. What do you remember 
most about the project?
I feel the greatest about getting used to 
making and speaking idiomatic sentences 
through the I5 Project. While preparing 
for the project I practiced the presentation 
with an English script in order to overcome 
my phobia of speaking English. That helped 
me to fix my old habit, which is a depen-
dence on Korean. Also, I remember that I 
talked with my classmates who were on my 
team about subjects we were interested in. 
Sharing information together was the big 
advantage of this class. I think the I5 Proj-
ect gives confidence to those students like 
me who feel a little awkward speaking in 
English.

What do you want to say to students who 
want to take Professor Brubacher’s class?
You can feel comfortable in the class with-
out pressure even if you think your English 
conversational ability is not at the level you 
hope. Professor Brubacher will help you to 
speak in English by yourself. Then, you will 
get rid of your fear about English conver-
sation and enhance your ability. Also, there 
are a lot of advantages such as opportuni-
ties to get closer with other students who 
take the same class through the team proj-
ect.
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Lee Jia won the ‘Great Lecture Essay 
Contest’ with an essay about your class, 
English Conversation I. How do you feel? 
Please introduce yourself briefly and 
describe how you feel about your student 
winning the contest.
Hi, I am Conrad Brubacher from Canada, 
and I have been at the school since 2015. 
It is truly an honor to hear that one of my 
students won the contest with an essay 
about my lecture. Whenever possible, I 
take a student-centered approach to teach-
ing that allows for us to create rapport with 
one another, so having a student feel some 
value from my class is always rewarding.

How did you come up with these activities 
like Jigsaw and the I5 project in the class?
I didn’t start out teaching with all of these 

activities in mind. I always want to try to 
experiment, but the different thing is to try 
to see what works or what doesn’t work. 
I have tried to implement new activities 
many times, and the jigsaw activity fit with 
what I’m trying to do in the class, and the 
I5 project is a way for students to custom-
ize learning for themselves. Again, the 
I5 project didn’t start out the way that it 
is conducted now. Along the way, I make 
little changes here and there. The longer 
you teach, even before you try something 
out, you have a better idea what is going to 
work or what is not going to work. 

What is the approach you take when you 
teach students? 
I think what I always try to do is to value 
students’ opinions and let them put their 
own stamp on the class. In my writing and 
conversation classes, I try to allow the stu-
dents to influence the class through their 
own interests. That way they can make the 
class more relevant for themselves or they 
can feel like they are connecting the class 
more with their life goals or their interests 
outside the classroom. Also, I feel that 
good teaching requires a connection be-
tween teachers and students. If there is no 
connection, something feels off for me. 

When do you feel the greatest sense of 
accomplishment in teaching students?
Every teacher wants their students to 
be successful. Because I am such a stu-
dent-centered teacher, I try to create a hu-
man connection with students, so it always 
feel great when they come to me for some 
interviews like this, even a little note at the 
end of the semester, or after they graduate, 
some students send me some messages 
and E-mails. A lot of students say that my 
classes are some of the most memorable. 
I think they feel that they were able to ex-
tract value from my class. That’s enough 
for me just because of the interaction they 

Professor Conrad 
Brubacher

Good teaching requires 
a connection between 
teachers and students. 
I try to allow the 
students to influence the 
class through their own 
interests.

had with other students, or the fact that they were able to discuss and 
learn something that was interesting for them. They felt that they were 
really integrated into the class, so just to hear that makes me feel 
good.

Professor Conrad Brubacher provides opportunities for students to 
develop themselves through Humanities, focusing not only on the the-
ories and research that underlie classroom activities, but also on in-
teractions with students. Such is the educational approach that draws 
out students’ active passion for his classes, an approach that helps 
students like Jia Lee to feel a sense of accomplishment from learning 
many things in English Conversation I. I support Professor Brubacher 
who continues to question the criteria of great lectures, and who de-
velops students through passion. 
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The Best Moment 
Found in ‘Failure’
Grand Prize Work from 
Writing Contest for the 
40th Anniversary of the 
School’s Establishment

In just a couple of weeks, the winds have become more 
frigid. Maybe it is due to the rain that fell throughout the 
summer, but this fall has come a lot sooner. Every year 
at this time, campus benches are filled to the point that 
there is no room for anyone else, but the campus that the 
pandemic has stormed through seems hollowed out now. 
There are no scenes of first-year students always march-
ing in packs, nor dorm students waiting for the curfew 
to be over to go and drink with others. It has been seven 
years since I became a part of the campus, but this level 
emptiness in the fall is a first. 
It is the very first time I have seen the fall this empty, but 
I have faced something like it before. The fall of 2018 was 
the first for me as a student now facing graduation. I spent 
five semesters in the dorm and loved the school so much 
that I spent every day there. That fall, however, I started 

take interviews. I have been living the past twenty years 
like this. My motto has always been that since I have luck 
on my side, I will always jump into the middle of anything.
However, I was embarrassingly rejected in my graduate 
school interview. How could I be rejected? They said I was 
not on their list of accepted applicants. I had repeated to 
myself that I might not get in, but my heart was thinking 
something different. However, I had to accept it. This was 
my first rejection. Therefore, I was at the most important 
crossroads in my life, deciding whether to search for em-
ployment or enter graduate school. 
To confess, I did not spend my undergraduate years put-
ting a great deal of effort into studying. I skipped out often 
and fiddled on my phone during the classes. Immature as I 
was, I figured that the professors would just ignore my be-
havior. As I mentioned, my motto was always to jump into 
the middle of anything, so I justified my actions by saying it 
wasn’t my fault. However, my professors gave me a stern 
scolding during the interview, letting me know that they 
remembered everything I did. At first, I reflected on my 
behavior. The carefree time when I relied solely on my luck 
passed in front of my eyes. I wanted to hide away in a rat’s 
hole when the four professors were staring at me in the 
interview room. I was too embarrassed with myself. I won-
dered why I had lived like this, but regrets did not matter 
in that moment. 
When I received the result in June that I had been rejected, 
the world was filled with the sounds of graduation. My sta-
tus changed from a student to a soon-to-graduate student. 
That status of being able to graduate popped up on the Ko-
rea University portal site, and I also received a celebratory 
message for graduating from my minor. I was nowhere 
near being ready, but I wondered how I should approach 
graduation. I was not sure whether I should prepare for 
employment or graduate school. However, one thing was 
certain, and that was that literature had always been fun, 
even when I failed. I could not give up the joy of literary 
criticism that I found in my 8th semester. I had no cour-
age to see the professors in the interview room, but I still 
wanted to study. To do so, I had to spend my semester in a 
way that was much harder than before. I stopped working 
for the school and had to find a new part-time job to be 
able to afford living alone. If anyone asked me whether I 
still wanted to study for the subject I desired, my answer 
was always ‘YES.’ Let me prepare for graduate school. I 

living on my own near the station to be far away from the 
campus. As I stared at the campus, I felt sad that I could 
not stop, and hated students for no reason, all due to that 
first ‘failure’ I faced. 
Come to think of it, there was no way that I was going to 
make it through twenty-four years without facing any sort 
of failure. However, I have always been a lucky person. Just 
like my name, I have achieved everything that I wanted to 
from elementary school to university. I was accepted to the 
middle and high school that I wanted to attend. I applied to 
universities that had standards a bit higher than my overall 
grades, but I was surprisingly accepted to Korea University 
Sejong Campus. These moments of good luck continued 
in university as well. I got better grades in the courses in 
which I skipped classes more often, and I was accepted to 
the campus organizations where students are required to 

In the writing contest for the 40th anniversary of the 
establishment of Korea University Sejong Campus, 
graduate student in Creative Writing, Ryu Daun, 
walked away with the grand prize. Through her 
writing, let’s reminisce on the moment in the fall of 
2018 when she faced her first failure in the midst of 
cold autumn winds. 

On the Path to Change Translator_ Son Seungwook     Editor_ Conrad Brubacher



Bright  Achievements Made 
by Korea University Sejong 
Campus
In 2020, a year with quite a few ups and downs, Korea University Sejong 
Campus hasn’t given up on turning crisis into opportunity, even in 
tough times. Here are a few of the shining achievements made by Korea 
University Sejong Campus in 2020. 

Korea University Sejong Campus was picked for three Educational Research Platforms 
and five Educational Research Teams in the ‘Four-phase BK21 Business’ supervised 
by the Ministry of Education and the National Research Foundation of Korea. The four-
phase BK21 business is a business that supports graduate school students with re-
search scholarships and personnel expenses under the Rising Research Manpower 
program for a first stage of six months and an investment of 408 billion won for the 
next seven years. 
Starting in 2020, the enterprise organizations below will receive 13.8 billion won for 
seven years until they reach the 8th phase. With the honor of having achieved favorable 
results, more effort will be put into engendering a revolution in research capability, 
and the school is expected to display its outstanding results on the global stage.

Korea University Sejong 
Campus Ranks 3rd Among 
Private Universities in BK21 
Unit Enterprise 

Section
Type of 

Business
Area of 

Business
Support Area Education Research Platform/Team Name

Education 
Research 
Platform

Innovative 
Talent 

Development 
Project

New Industry VR
Virtual Smart City Visualization System Convergence 
Education Research Platform (Director: Hon Munpyo)

New Industry Smart Cities
AI Smart Cities Convergence Technology Education 

Research Team (Director: Kim Hwi)
Area of Solving 

Industrial 
Society 

Problems

Humanities and 
Social Science 

Technology 
Convergence 

Convergence Standards Professional Human Resources 
Education Research Team (Director: Kim Jaeyoung)

Education 
Research 

Team

Future Talent 
Growth 

Area of Applied 
Science

Computers IoT Data Science (Team Leader: Jo Minho)

Area of Applied 
Science

Machines
Education Research Team for Growing Talent in Intelligent 
Mobility for Sejong City’s Specialized Cutting-edge Mobility 

Industry (Research Team Leader: Hong Jung-hwa)

Area of Applied 
Science

Applied Biology
OMIX-based Bio-health Food Industry Convergence 
Human Resources Training Research Team (Team 

Leader: Kim Young-jun)
Area of Social 

Science
Economy

Data-driven Economic Statistics Expertise Education and 
Research Team (Research Team Leader: Jae Sang-yeong)

Area of 
Humanities

History
Converged Smart Technology for Cultural Heritage 

(Research Team Leader: Bang Byeon-seon)

Korea University Sejong Campus’s Four-phase BK21 Business Reserved Selection List 

Changes Leading to Achievement
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prepared my mind by comforting myself.
The time passed into July and I moved my dorm items to 
my own apartment. I stayed away from the campus. If I 
saw students who looked happy, my mind would be filled 
with agony and emotions from envy to regret. August was 
filled with the duties of my part-time job. The heavy bur-
den of monthly rent, bills, and living expenses was placed 
on my shoulders. As I reduced my hours at my part-time 
job, my daily life became exhausting. I could not use the 
campus library, so I started reading a literature webzine. 
In September 2019, the graduate school application pe-
riod opened up again. I prepared my research plan in a 
completely different manner than the previous one. I filled 
the plan with what I excel at, what I had written so far, 
and written works I wanted to accomplish in the future. 
In October, I finished my application and added an extra 
evening part-time job to my schedule. In November, I went 
to take the interview and the last question I was asked 
was whether I had anything to say. I apologized for my 
past behavior. I think I expressed how much I wanted to 
undertake graduate studies. After leaving the interview 
room, I wailed uncontrollably in the third-floor women’s 
restroom. My self-confidence plummeted. In December, 
there was an hour break in between my morning part-
time job and my afternoon part-time job, and I was eating 
kimbap in a snack bar. My phone buzzed. It was a message 
telling me to check the result on the website since they 
had been announced. The result came in two days earlier 
than what the schedule had indicated. I checked the list of 
accepted applicants while eating my meal and I was on the 

list. Tears flowed out. That is when my second round in the 
Sejong Campus started.
As I think back, the best moment in the campus was, 
ironically, that moment of ‘failure.’ That moment is what 
changed me into the person I am now. That was the first 
time that I had yearned so strongly for something and 
cried with tears from the depth of my soul. I changed my 
mindset from one of being satisfied just hoping to be lucky, 
to one that focused on living in earnest. If I had never faced 
this failure, I never would have found what I wanted in life. 
I would have spent my time in graduate school doing the 
minimum, wrote average papers, and prepared for aver-
age employment just like others. Now, I found my goal, 
which was to acquire a license, and get a master’s degree 
before August 2021. Some people may laugh at me for my 
goals not being long-term, but I am determined to move 
forward with my clear and small goals directly in front of 
me. I acquired a Korean license in the summer of 2019, 
and I am now preparing to write my master’s thesis, which 
I hope to finish by this winter.
The famous saying, ‘Failure is the mother of success’ may 
not always be true, but it is for me. The first failure I faced 
is what made me more resilient. In the campus that gifted 
me that moment of failure, I am preparing to graduate. 
I think I am now ready to take a new step forward into 
society. Perhaps, I will no longer face any failure in the 
campus. Nonetheless, every time I face failure in my life 
from now on, I will always remember that time in the fall 
of 2018. In the end, it turned out that a moment of failure 
brought about my greatest change. 

Translator_ Kang Minho       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher



The Korea Industry Reputation Research Lab used big data to analyze 100 Korean uni-
versities and determine which are receiving the most love from the public. The Univer-
sity Brand Level Reputation Index analyzes consumer’s digital behavior according to 
an index of participation, media, communication, and community through an algorithm 
of reputation analysis that includes a channel evaluation supervised by the committee 
of Korea Brand Monitor Consumers. By analyzing a total of 99,107,884 brand big data 
points from August 3rd, 2020 to September 3rd, 2020, Korea University ranked first 
place with an index of participation of 1,117,010, media of 556,658, communication of 
1,154,442, and community of 258,265. 

Korea University, 
Rising Up to 1st Place in 
2020 September Brand 
Reputation

Ranking Name of University
Index of 

Participation
Index of 
Media

Index of 
Communication

Index of 
Community

Brand 
Reputation 

Index

1 	Korea University 1,117,010 556,658 1,154,442 258,265 3,086,376

2 Hanyang University 1,548,888 341,052 873,716 212,852 2,976,508

3 Yonsei University 1,096,211 535,913 1,065,142 262,748 2,960,014

4 Seoul National University 1,086,424 477,596 1,077,747 304,376 2,946,143

5 Kyunghee University 1,372,711 258,338 936,117 171,569 2,738,735

6 Pusan National University 1,380,052 260,377 864,281 208,970 2,713,679

7 KAIST 910,247 575,801 942,839 280,131 2,709,018

8 Chung-Ang University 1,557,452 252,841 678,851 137,945 2,627,088

9 Gacheon University 1,747,087 109,931 348,652 64,978 2,270,648

10 Hankuk University of Foreign 
Studies 1,704,266 103,814 267,015 83,414 2,158,509

Top 10 Universities According to Brand Reputation Index (September 4th, 2020)

Korea University Brand Reputation Index

258,265

1,154,442

556,658

1,117,010

Index of Community

Index of Communication

Index of Media

Index of Participation

Moving up a spot since last year’s ranking of 12th in Asia, this year Korea University 
ranked 11th in Asia and 1st place in Korea in the 2020 QS Asia University Rankings 
presented by Quacquarelli Symonds, the UK high school education evaluation organi-
zation. 
Looking into Korea University’s points for each section, reputation for academics 
(30%) is 94.47 points; graduates (20%), 99.08 points; students per professor (10%), 
95.22 points; cooperation for international research (10%), 98.33 points; paper citation 
counts (10%), 86.3 points; number of theses per faculty and teaching staff (5%), 37.5 
points; number of faculty and teaching staff with a doctor’s degree (5%), 97.47 points; 
number of foreign professors (2.5%), 43.79 points; number of foreign students (20.5%), 
90.73 points; students studying abroad (2.5%), 97.47 points; and number of foreign stu-
dents coming to Korea (2.5%), 99.48 points. 

Korea University, 
1st place in Korea in the 
2020 QS Asia University 
Rankings 

Ranking Name of University Country

1 National University of Singapore(NUS) Singapore

2 Tsinghua University China (Mainland)

3 Nanyang Technological University, Singapore(NTU) Singapore

4 The University of Hong Kong Hong Kong SAR

5 Zhejiang University China (Mainland)

6 Fudan University China (Mainland)

7 Peking University China (Mainland)

8 The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology Hong Kong SAR

9 Universiti Malaya(UM) Malaysia

10 Shanghai Jiao Tong University China (Mainland)

11  Korea University South Korea

12 KAIST - Korea Advanced Institute of Science &Technology South Korea

13 The Chinese University of Hong Kong(CUHK) Hong Kong SAR

14 Seoul National University South Korea

15 The University of Tokyo Japan

16 Sungkyunkwan University(SKKU) South Korea

17 Kyoto University Japan

18 City University of Hong Kong Hong Kong SAR

19 National Taiwan University(NTU) Taiwan

20 Tokyo Institute of Technology(Tokyo Tech) Japan

Top 20 Universities of 2020 QS Asia University Rankings

38 39KU Sejong Vol.05KOREA UNIVERSITY SEJONG CAMPUS 



40 41KU Sejong Vol.05KOREA UNIVERSITY SEJONG CAMPUS 

Korea University Sejong Campus celebrated the 40th anniversary of its founding. Even though 
holding the event in its usual format was problematic due to COVID-19, many people attended 
both the online and offline platforms that were offered. The Sejong Campus presented the three key 
points of emphasis in the event under the goal of cultivating talented individuals who have expertise 
and educational ability through a ‘Convergence-based campus fostering creative talent with global 
academic capacity.’ Those key points are ‘Revitalization of the study environment,’ as a way to adapt 
to the Fourth Industrial Revolution, ‘Educational revitalization,’ necessary in the New Normal age, 
and ‘Regional revitalization,’ dedicated to the completion of Sejong City, the administrative capital.

40 Years of Challenges,
100 Years of Leaps

Changes Leading to Achievement Student Reporter_ Seo Hyeeun       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Translator_ Yang Hayoung       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher

Continuous Development of Korea University Sejong 
Campus
Many people attended the celebration since the 40th 
anniversary is very meaningful to the school. Kim 
Jaeho, dean of the Korea University Foundation said, 
“Congratulations to the school on reaching its 40th 
anniversary and I am delighted because the provision 
of excellent educational facilities is increasing every 
time I visit. These advances are all thanks to the fac-
ulty members and staff who have strived to develop 
the students and the school.” Also, he hoped that 
they feel a sense of pride as members of the campus 
and seek to improve the school together.
President Chung Jintaek said, “Universities are mak-
ing efforts to cope with the changes and demands of 
future society. It is not an exaggeration to say that the 
Sejong Campus was more farsighted than most and 
was ready for the changes.” He added, “The school is 
making steady efforts to build up the capability to be 
a driving force behind future industries with confident 
results such as the new high-tech departments to 
begin in 2021 and placing third among private univer-
sities in pre-selection for the local business compo-
nent of BK21 Business. In addition, we will endeavor 
to draw out the potential of students and help them 
to attain digital literacy based on liberal arts knowl-
edge under the vision of leading education into the 
next phase in accordance with the New Normal age. 
Moreover, I promise to make a new leap forward in 
keeping with the Sejong Campus’s goal of becoming 
a ‘new metropolitan university’ that contributes to 
forming the new capital by cooperating at the com-
munity level. I am deeply appreciative of all the fac-
ulty members, students, and esteemed associates of 
the campus.”

Memory and Development, but Working Toward More
Congratulatory messages were delivered by Gu 
Jayeol, dean of the Korea University Alumni Associ-
ation, and Choi Kyojin, superintendent of education 
in Sejong City and its mayor of the economy. Dean 
Gu sincerely demonstrated his appreciation for being 
part of the 40th anniversary of our alma mater on 
behalf of 350,000 alumni. He was pleased that ac-
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ademics on a global level can be carried out on the 
sizable campus constructed in Sejong City, and that 
the campus is finally realizing the fruits of its labor 
as a truly global university aimed at cultivating for-
ward-thinking talent and becoming a convergence-fo-
cused campus. He was grateful to all who strived to 
develop the school and looked forward to continuous 
improvements going forward.
Superintendent Choi mentioned that he thinks the 
phrase ‘40 Years of Challenges, 100 Years of Leaps’ 
has great meaning in terms of the past and the future 
of Korea University, and he will eagerly support the 
future of the Sejong Campus to advance even further 
by building on previous development. He added that 
the bigger Sejong City grows, the larger and more 
important the role of the Sejong Campus becomes, 
and that he desires for the campus to develop on the 
basis of cooperation between students and Sejong 
City. Deputy Mayor Jo Sangho said, “The nation is 
overcoming the COVID-19 crisis adeptly and through 
togetherness at a time when the entirety of the globe 
is confused, and I can see the silver lining in Kore-
an society. Based on this, Korea University Sejong 
Campus need to consider how to design the next 100 
years.” He expressed his affection for the students of 
the Sejong Campus and looks forward to their devel-
opment with creative ideas and a sense of team spirit 
that is aligned with neighboring Sejong City.

40th  Anniversary 
Event Successfully 
Completed 
The 40th anniversary 
of the school’s found-
ing was magnificently 
celebrated with many 
honored guests in 

attendance. Speeches and congratulatory address-
es were carried out online and offline to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, and both were wrapped up suc-
cessfully. Having the event held simultaneously both 
online and offline was unfamiliar to many, but that 
unfamiliarity seemed to melt away with the closing 
address by Kim Gwantae, team leader of the school’s 
PR team. In his address, Kim explained the meaning 

1.	 Greeting by Gu Jayeol, dean of Korea University Alumni Association
2.	 	Chamber music quintet performance by Sejong City Philharmonic 

Orchestra
3.	 President Chung Jintaek of Korea University

1

2 3

minimum number of attendees that would be able to 
social distance appropriately. To spread the event to a 
wider audience, it was also broadcast live on the KUS 
official Youtube channel to help dispel any feelings of 
regret for those unable to attend.
Asked about what he considered most in the plan-
ning process, Kim answered, “I focused on sharing 
the vision of reviewing the last 40 years and looking 
forward to the leaps to come over the next 100 years. 
The Sejong Campus has continued to grow in spite of 
having an underdeveloped educational system when 
it first opened in 1980. Integrating this into the video 
and promotional materials, I suggested a new vision 
for future growth through the event.” His affection 
for the campus was evident in the way he explained 
the event, and in his closing remarks as well when 
he mentioned, “It was an extremely meaningful 
experience getting to attend and be part of such a 
significant ceremony. However, I feel sorry that the 
students were not able to enjoy this with us together, 
and that we were unable to invite more guests due 
to COVID-19. I hope that we can have the event in a 
more enjoyable face-to-face format for our 50th anni-
versary long after the pandemic has come to an end.” 

40 Years of Development and Motivation
The campus has grown considerably over the past 40 
years. Team Leader Kim attributed the motivation for 
the growth to student-centered educational policies, 
the highest level of research output, and the efforts 
made by faculty and teaching staff that are constantly 
hard at work but largely out of sight. Demonstrating 

his lofty expectations for the future of the campus, he 
said, “I have worked here for 28 years. I met a school-
mate recently who was admitted in 1990 and was 
impressed with the transformed campus when he 
made a visit to mark the 30th anniversary of his ad-
mission. I looked back upon the past seeing the newly 
constructed buildings such as the Futurus Dormitory 
built where the Azalea Square used to be, and the 
beautiful Central Square located where a desolate 
vacant lot had once been. Underlying such growth 
and improvement are the devotion and endeavors of 
alumni for the last 40 years, the faculty who sought 
to develop intellectually and spiritually, and the stu-
dents. Reminding myself of the gratitude I have to-
wards them, I’ll do my best to make a better campus 
capable of coping with the upcoming future in a way 
that involves us all working together.”

“The challenges being taken on by the faculty and 
staff of KUS have never ceased, all due to their pas-
sion to overcome difficulty for the last 40 years, just 
like the slogan, ‘40 Years of Challenges, 100 Years 
of Leaps,’ implies. Using the cultivated present as a 
stepping-stone, Korea University Sejong Campus will 
become a university that leads the next 100 years.” As 
Kim said, here’s hoping that the Sejong Campus can 
continue to grow consistently, now, and forever. 	

of the emblem symbolizing the 40th anniversary of 
the school’s establishment, describing how it was 
inspired by that used for the 30th anniversary. The 
number ‘4’ on the left symbolizes the traverse table 
signifying the cardinal points, which means that the 
Sejong Campus will play a leading and guiding role 
in the direction intellectuals take on their life paths. 
The circle of the right number ‘0’ embodies the earth, 
which suggests the vision of the Sejong Campus 
reaching around the world with creative education 
and practical research. Also, the twelve sticks rep-
resent the youth of the school and their passionate 
light shining through the twelve months of the year. 
Above this, a slogan contest that involved participants 
embodying the identity, the image, and the vision of 
the school were conducted in celebration of the 40th 
anniversary, and he spared no effort in encouraging 
school members to participate in the event altogeth-
er.

Designing a New Format for the 40th Anniversary
Despite the difficulty brought about by COVID-19, 
the 40th anniversary event went off without a hitch. 
Above all, it was the safety of the faculty and staff 
which was of the utmost importance. Team Leader 
Kim sought various solutions in consultation with 
faculty members and staff, concluding that, given 
the logistics of the event, it was best to only allow the 



Considerable effort was 
made all around so that 
students could gain interest 
in the ROTC and become 
cadets.
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Passed on with 
Deep Affection

The 1021st Korea University Sejong ROTC 
ranked 7th out of 122 universities on a Subjective 
Evaluation conducted by the Ministry of National 
Defense. One of the reasons the school raised its 
status and achieved this ranking had to do with 
3rd-year ROTC leader, Lieutenant Colonel Jeong 
Bonghyeon, most likely due to his positive attitude 
and the deep affection he displays towards the 
cadets. We met with LTC Jeong Bonghyeon to hear 
his story.

Lieutenant Colonel 
Jeong Bonghyeon of the 
1021st Korea University 
Sejong ROTC

Please introduce yourself and your feelings in 
regard to this great achievement.
This year marks the 28th year of my military career 
as an officer and the third year of being the leader of 
the Korea University Sejong ROTC, which began in 
2018. Every year I have made efforts for the devel-
opment of our ROTC by trying to improve things like 
the facilities, welfare, and education environment, 
and have gained great support from the school as 
well. With all these efforts, I think that was the rea-
son why the Ministry of National Defense evaluated 
our school so highly. Considerable effort was made 
all around so that students could gain interest in the 
ROTC and become cadets. 

The goal of the ROTC is ‘Growing Leaders who 
Learn, Familiarize, and Act Properly.’ Please tell us 
what kind of place the ROTC is. 
The ROTC is a place where both education and mil-
itary education are carried out at the same time. 
We help cadets to not only do well in terms of their 
academic education, but also help them with their 
strength and military education so that they can 
become great officers in the ROK Army. Also, we 
run educational programs that help the cadets to 
strengthen their mental power. Additionally, for im-
proving their personalities, we have personality ed-
ucation programs and national education so that the 
cadets can learn why they must protect our country. 

What was the area into which you have been putting 
the most effort while running the ROTC program? 
I have been making constant effort to improve the 
welfare of the cadets. I wanted the cadets to feel that 
the ROTC facility is like their home where they can 
study and rest. Also, I always emphasize strength 
training to my cadets because you they need to have 
both a strong mind and a strong body. An officer is 
the leader of a group. Therefore, we educate them on 
how to become leaders that can lead a group prop-
erly. Additionally, I think that having actual group 
membership is a beneficial part of the process of 
considering how to lead. My philosophy is to make 
the cadets think that they are part of a group instead 
of thinking of themselves as individuals.

As the status of the Korea University Sejong ROTC 
has increased, what are your hopes and future 
plans?
I am looking forward to my retirement and I think 
this is a good way to finish my career, with good eval-
uations for the past two years. Also, the ROTC is a 
place where we grow strong young people in Korea. 
This is a good place for young people to challenge 
themselves become ROK army officers. Living as an 
army officer can provide major life lessons during 
the prime of your life. Lastly, my hope is for the ca-
dets to become great officers that are responsible 
for this country. 

Changes Leading to Achievement Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Park Gunhee       Translator_ Kang Minho       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher



Many graduates willingly 
demonstrated their intention 
to participate in promoting the 
scholarship fund, which allowed 
the students who were working 
hard academically to be supported 
financially.
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Professor Oh Gwangwook of 
Global Business

Become an 
Undying Lamp

A Journey of Ten Years to Now
Professor Oh, the third head of Ji-Gwan-Jung since 2010 
in Korea University Sejong Campus, has been guiding stu-
dents for quite some time. In his second year after becom-
ing a tutor, the number of students who passed the CPA 
and tax accountant exams began to rise sharply and by the 
time he completed his tenure with Ji-Gwan-Jung in 2020, 
he had achieved the honor of seeing 47 students pass the 
CPA exam and 21 students pass the tax accountant exam. 
Of his experience with Ji-Gwan-Jung, he said, “When I am 
reminded of the past, I think of how I asked students of Ji-
Gwan-Jung to think of me as a coach, not a professor, and 
to follow my lead. I tried to advise them on the process 
they needed to undertake to build up their abilities and 
tried to steer them away from thinking only of passing.” 
The students seemed to want to follow in the path he had 
taken when he was preparing for the CPA exam himself, 
but he encouraged students to walk their own paths by 
training themselves to achieve their desired results. For 
that, he conducted a pre-test and helped them to review 
their strengths and weaknesses. Also, assigned students 
to ‘Jung-Jin-Cho’ of Korea University’s Seoul Campus so 
that they could have the opportunity to study in a different 
and larger environment. Did students take notice of his 
genuine mind? In the beginning, it was hard for them to 
adapt to their new surroundings, but they demonstrated 
their capacity to develop gradually and eventually brought 
home the results they hoped for. 

Donation Loop Brought About by a Warm and True Heart
Professor Oh tried to promote a scholarship fund for stu-

dents so that they would be able to concentrate on prepar-
ing for the exams without financial difficulties. His efforts 
brought about the Korea University Alumni Association 
event, ‘Night of Alumni’ and the Miseon Scholarship Pro-
motion. He explained the scholarship fund he has been 
running, saying, “I wondered whether graduates would 
eventually be able to arrange some type of scholarship 
fund to help relieve the financial difficulties of their juniors 
and then I put the idea into practice. As a result, the Sejong 
CPTA Scholarship Fund was created.” Also, he demonstrat-
ed how touched he was by the donation loop established 
by the graduates, saying, “Many graduates were willing to 
actively participate in promoting the scholarship fund, and 
that allowed the students who were working hard at their 
studies to be supported financially by around fifty donors, 
including me.” He hopes the scholarship fund, which shows 
the warmth of the graduates, continues to be delivered to 
students as a form of practical support.

Keep Pushing Toward a Splendid Future
The old memories that he shared with students over the 
past ten years have become precious to him without even 
knowing it. In particular, the moments that he shared with 
students who had passed the exams are the most unfor-
gettable. Professor Oh talked about those heartwarming 
moments, emphasizing that, “I remember their families 
as much as them. One father of a student who got a job in 
an accounting firm said thanks to me and the happiness in 
his voice was unmistakable. I can also remember two stu-
dents getting married recently after they passed the CPA 
exam together.” The happy moments when the students 
met together after finishing their long and arduous study 
periods needed no description. In support of future stu-
dents, he sent his affectionate regards, saying, “I hope that 
many students develop more based on their desire and the 
goal of becoming true professionals, and are not merely 
satisfied with passing the exam.”

Finishing the interview, he said that ending his time with 
Ji-Gwan-Jung felt like solving a nagging unsolved question 
from a past homework assignment. At present, Professor 
Oh is conducting a small alumni group activity as part of 
the school’s CPA business venture. We hope the virtuous 
circle that he put in motion will sustain itself into the fu-
ture along with his hopes for the students who are dream-
ing of finding happiness. 

In Ji-Gwan-Jung (志貫廷 – Place to Achieve Your Goal), the CPA 
(Certified Public Accountant) preparatory class held at Korea 
University Sejong Campus, there exists an individual who guides 
students along their life’s path with the warm heart of a senior. 
That individual is none other than Professor Oh Gwangwook of 
Global Business. For the last ten years, he has been tasked with 
mentoring students who are preparing to take the CPA and tax 
accountant exams and guiding them toward their bright futures. 
We asked him about his past and the many students he has 
mentored over his ten years as part of Ji-Gwan-Jung.

Changes Leading to Achievement Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Translator_ Park Dahae       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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Do Jaegyeong (Pen Name), 
Graduate Student of  Department of 
Creative Writing and Media studies

Literature, 
My Life Forever

Graduate student Do Jaegyeong (Pen 
Name) of the Department of Creative 
Writing and Media Studies, who has 
walked the literary path steadily and 
silently, obtained excellent results in the 
category of fiction for the 2020 Sim Hoon 
Literary Award. The Sim Hoon Literary 
Award is an award established to honor 
those who have inherited the literary spirit 
and artistic soul of writer Sim Hoon. Do, 
who took home the prestigious national 
literary award, said that he ascended one 
step on the stairs of his life as a person of 
literature, and that literature will be with 
him forever. We met him and interviewed 
him on his win.

Motivation to Go Further
After starting his literary career, Do considered what 
the midway point was that he should be pushing to-
ward while working as a writer. Speaking of the rea-
son why he participated in the awards competition, 
he said, I thought I needed a bus stop on the route 
of my life to be able to take a rest and unplug for a 
while. Then, I decided to express myself through the 
Sim Hoon Literary Award because I wanted to get 
the opportunity.” He just needed a resting place in 
order to recharge for the continued push toward his 
goal. He mentioned that it is possible for someone 
to develop to a greater extent if they have diverse 
experiences on the way to their goal. Do said, “I want 
to write well, and make my way through the life of a 
novelist in a way that I chose,” and expressed how 
the Sim Hoon Literary Award provided him with a jolt 
of energy during one step of his writing journey. 

Form Minor Worries to the Birth of His Work 
His submission to the Sim Hoon Literary Award 
competition was a collection of seven of his works of 
fiction comprised of those published in the past and 
some of his newer works. He put a great deal of ef-
fort into reviewing the manuscripts to be submitted, 
organizing them according to different colors. It was 
not easy for him to review and revise the fictions that 
he had written over the course of two years. When he 
was asked what his favorite work is, he replied, “All 
of my works are precious, like the apples of my eye. 
However, if I have to choose only one, I will choose my 
latest work.” He explained the motivation behind his 
latest work, saying, “It is a story about interviewing an 
elderly gentleman who was forcefully drafted during 
the Japanese colonial era. I think there are still a lot 
of people around us who live with the scars of that 
historical period and I wanted to tell their story.”

A Hard Journey but All the More Valuable
Writing, however, did not always proceed smoothly. 
He was reminded of some of his hard times, and 
said, “The hardest time I had while writing was when 
it didn’t work the way I thought it would. To overcome 
that, I sat at my desk until I came up with the words.” 
He mentioned that there were times when the day 
was over that he would just sit at his desk and worry 

that he might not have a talent for writing. Then, Do 
smiled and said, “However, I realized that those dif-
ficulties are all part of the writing process and that 
my colleagues were all going through something 
similar.” On receiving the award, he expressed his 
gratitude to his readers, explaining that, “If there 
were no readers, writers would not exist. I was able 
to achieve this award thanks to my readers.” The 
Sim Hoon Literary Award is a meaningful experience 
which gave him pleasure and a sense of accomplish-
ment and will remain with him eternally as a writer 
of fiction. 

To Those Who Plan to Walk the Literary Path
What does literature mean for him? With this ques-
tion, Do emphasized that there is literature because 
there is life, saying, “I think literature is a version 
of our lives. Amidst the process of looking back and 
reflecting on our lives, we can observe the essence 
of good literature.” He thinks writers need to share 
various aspects of their lives to be able to convey 
stories through literature. He wanted those who 
hope to walk the literary path to keep their promises 
to themselves, adding that, “This is not an easy road, 
but I think you can do it if you put your mind to it and 
steel yourself to keep pushing forward.”

When Do explained his works, he seemed to convey 
the scent of his fiction. That was the moment when 
we realized that he puts the entirety of his mind into 
writing. Finishing the interview, he mentioned that 
he is writing a new work of fiction now. He will never 
stop putting effort into creating good writing as liter-
ature has become the soul of his life. 

Changes Leading to Achievement Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Kwon Yeonwoo       Translator_ Park Dahae       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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Formation of ARCT, and a First Success
In his early 20’s, Kang suddenly had the idea to create his 
own startup. While doing so, he had the chance to begin 
actualizing his idea. With the support of Professor Jeong 
Juno, he was given the role of ARCT (Advanced Robotics 
Component Technology) team leader, and his team was 
formed. ARCT has the goal of commercializing the robot 
technology that was the subject of their research. On the 
driving force behind his goals, Kang said, “Besides the 
team’s goals, I had my own goal to help people with their 
daily problems using research-based solutions. With this 
achievement, it feels as though I am one step closer to 
reaching both the team’s and my own goal at the same 
time.” For him, this achievement assured him of his stead-
fast belief in his ultimate life goal. 

A New Chance by Being Chosen for Startup Research 
Support Business 
After organizing the team, the first business idea they ap-
plied for was the ‘adaptive gripper.’ Displaying his pride in 
the technology, he said, “The adaptive gripper is based on 
the same principle as people getting adjusted to an object 
when they work. Simply put, the gripper helps to grab ob-
jects according to the object’s shape and form. The gripper 
we suggested was adjusted to incorporate a new mech-
anism for each component which increased the range of 
movement when grabbing an object, also enabling it to do 
other operations. Not only that, we maximized the applica-
tion by making the components combinable by the user.”

Selected as a Start Up Prospect Team, Thanks to 
Everyone’s Help
He didn’t stop after gaining that first achievement, but 
wanted to compare ARCT technology and his team’s busi-
ness model with other teams. To do so, he applied for 
the ‘2020 Student Startup Prospect Team 300’ due to his 

Kang Bonggi, Graduate Student 
of Department of Control and 
Instrumentation Engineering

Growth through 
Constant Effort

Graduate student Kang Bonggi from the Department of Control 
and Measurement Engineering of Korea University Sejong 
Campus had the honor of being chosen for the ̒2020 Market 
Startup Research Support Business Based on Public Technology.̓ 
Not only this, he was also chosen in the final round of the ̒ 2020 
Student Startup Prospect Team 300.  ̓ The experience was 
memorable but bittersweet as he and his team had to overcome 
some difficulties along the way, but their efforts finally bore fruit 
in the end. We met with Kang Bonggi, who came all this way with 
constant effort, and asked him about his journey. 

desire to be acknowledged for the idea that he suggested. 
Additionally, through these two challenges the team faced, 
their capacity for teamwork grew in a big way. He remi-
nisced of those moments, emphasizing the time it took for 
the presentation to be evaluated. While emphasizing the 
memories that would last a lifetime, he said, “Maybe it is 
due to the extent of time that I have been conducting re-
search with my other two teammates, but we noticed that 
we did not have to talk together to know when someone 
needed help. The most important memory is the effort we 
put in to compensate for those areas in which we were 
lacking. Working late, eating snacks, and having con-
versations were the things that helped us overcome our 
fatigue.” Demonstrating his appreciation for those who 
helped him, he also said, “The support business and com-
petitive contests related to startups were new for me, and 
there were many times when I wanted to give up during 
the planning process. However, people around me made 
sure I stayed on the right track, and with their help, I think 
that we were able to achieve this result.”
When asked about his future plans, he emphasized that 
the two programs are not finished yet and that he will keep 
on going without losing focus. Following that, he said, “I 
want to move step by step into the startup field. We have 
started creating a trial product in order to release the 
adaptive gripper.” His passion showed that he won’t stop 
until his product is of the highest quality possible. 

While finishing up the interview, he mentioned that he 
wants to use these opportunities and continue his re-
search to become a more developed ARCT expert. This 
achievement might be the first stepping stone for his 
future. When looking at him moving forward toward his 
dream, we were able to feel the true passion he had. We 
send our applause for his determination and for improved 
ARCT. 

Changes Leading to Achievement Student Reporter_ Kim Hyewon       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Translator_ Kang Minho       Editor_ Conrad Brubacher
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Taking a class in a language other than your own 
is critical to becoming a global leader who will 
approach problems from various perspectives 
as well as to being able to communicate with 
people of different ethnicities. Korea University 
offers classes that satisfy these needs by holding 
major classes in the English language. Many 
studies center around English as it is one of the 
most spoken languages, and major classes are 
no different. We managed to get ahold of a new 
educator, Seo, Minseok from the Department of 
Computer Science, who is currently teaching his 
students to become new global leaders who will 
connect with the entire world.

English that 
Guides Students to 
the World

Student Reporter_ Son Seungwook       Photographer_ Kim Gwando       Editor_ Conrad BrubacherSPECIAL

Professor Seo Minseok	of the 
Department of Computer Science
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that continuous effort to reach out to them will result in their 
being able to experience significant growth.

Things to Consider
As part of his approach of reaching out to students, he 
must constantly contemplate the fact that students may 
lose out on the course material due to English. As much 
as it is necessary for global leaders to take English cours-
es, the downside of students failing to meet an expected 
level of knowledge because they are blocked by a language 
barrier is also present. Taking this into account, he imple-
ments visualization using non-verbal expressions and re-
al-life examples to his lessons. This results in him putting 
more time and energy into preparing for every lecture.

Message for the Students
He said, “Before I came to Korea University, I was a re-

search professor in Harvard Medical School, so I was 
worried that there could be the possibility of a definite 
difference in students’ style of learning between my 
previous school environment and this one. However, 
seeing many students who are following along with the 
course exceptionally well, changed my point of view 
completely. I hope students who experienced only part 
of their lives being to develop broader visions and pride 
that will guide them to becoming global leaders. I will 
never stop seeking to become an educator who illumi-
nates what is ahead, just like a lighthouse.” 

Learning a major course is not an easy task for stu-
dents. It can be very confusing and difficult to under-
stand. This difficulty curve spikes as students learn 
the material in English. However, with the invention 
of the internet and the world shifting into a global vil-
lage, being able to communicate on the global stage 
has become more and more necessary. Therefore, 
learning any material in English is crucial to becom-
ing a global leader. Professor Seo constantly aims 
to guide the students on the right path to the world. 
Seeing a clear path to walk on gives students a ray of 
hope as well as security in knowing that there is a de-
sired and attainable goal at the end of the road. As the 
students communicate with people around the world 
for new ideas and inventions, Professor Seo’s love and 
passion will live on with their every aspiration. 

The New Professor
Professor Seo, Minseok is a new Korea University De-
partment of Computer Convergence Software profes-
sor who started teaching last year. Since then, he has 
taught different courses to students such as Introduc-
tion to Big Data, Convergence Informatics, Data Mining, 
Object-Oriented Programming, Bioinformatics, and Ad-
vanced Linear Models and Big Data. He does not focus 
solely on teaching programming related courses that 
are used in the field of Computer Science, but also on 
other courses from different fields of study that utilize 
Data Science. All those courses are taught in English to 
match the current global era. 

Understanding the Difficulty
His classes are comprised of many students who are 
fluent and non-fluent English speakers, therefore 
difficulty regarding the language barrier exists. Re-
garding the methods employed in his classes, he ex-
plained, “Students, including exchange students, that 
take my classes speak English as a second language 
rather than their first. There were times where I was 
not fluent in English, so I can understand the difficulty 
involved in taking my classes. Proper noun used in 
Computer Science are mostly English, so there are 
advantages to teaching in English. However, there are 
many cases where students do not know the mean-
ings of the proper noun itself. Taking this into consid-
eration, I do my best to use easily understood verbs 
to explain the materials, and as for pronouns that are 
little known, I repeat my explanation with basic vo-
cabulary items. Also, if I sense that very few students 
understand my explanation, then I use more exam-
ples (including non-verbal expressions) to pass on the 
knowledge.” As he was once a student who struggled 
himself to learn, he understands the difficulty more 
than anyone and can relate to the students. 

A Helping Hand and a Pat on the Back
In Korea University, all the new professors teach their 
classes in English thanks to international policy. He 
states that English is necessary to share and devel-
op new knowledge for studies like Computer Science 
where the field is shared globally. To prepare for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution, gaining knowledge and 
communicating academically through English is of the 
utmost importance to raise global leaders. For future 

global leader candidates, there is various feedback that can 
be provided according to Professor Seo. He said, “About 20 
percent of the class is able to follow along with the course 
without any problems, and another 20 percent of the class 
lags behind as the English course is too difficult, and the 
rest of the class is mediocre in terms of fluency. If students 
are not able to catch up to the material due to a lack of En-
glish fluency, then the students are losing out on more than 
what they gain. Hence, I strive to aid students who are in the 
lower echelon of the class in terms of their performance on 
assignments and exams. While it is natural for students to 
have a hard time with English courses, just as I did when I 
was their age, over time, students adapt and can natural-
ly acquire the material. This is a prime example of where 
frequent exposure to a new language helps students grow 
further as English is just another language.” There are stu-
dents who have a hard time in the beginning, but he believes 
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Korea University Alumni Association 
Shares Love for Campus on 30th Anniversary

Sejong Library Discovers IT Creative·Innovative Ideas 
through ‘2020 Smart APP Development Competition’

Love for the Motherland in Overcoming COVID-19… 
Agreement Ceremony for Chairman Cho Younggeun’s 260 Thousand Dollar Online Donation to Korea University

On October 13, members of the alumni association who en-

tered KUS in 1990 visited the school to celebrate the 30th an-

niversary of their admission. On this day, nine members of a 

preparatory committee for the 30th anniversary participated, 

including Vice President Kim Young, the head of the school’s 

faculty, Kim Myungsup, Secretary-General Cho Hyungu, and 

Director of Admissions and Public Relations, Kim Sangho. 

Vice President Kim expressed his thoughts on the day, saying, 

“We welcome the members of the alumni association who 

made time to visit the Sejong Campus. This year, which marks 

the 30th anniversary of admission for these members of the 

alumni association, is especially meaningful, as it is also the 

year in which the campus is celebrating its 40th anniversary. 

We hope that this encounter of ours is the starting point to form 

continuous communication and network with each other.”

After the event, the alumni started a tour beginning from the 

Administration Building, then visited Suk Won Hall, the Cul-

ture and Sports Building, Nongshim Hall, and various campus 

buildings, all while having an opportunity to view the changes 

in the campus’s growth. This tour was led by student PR team 

‘Hong Rang.’

At the final destination of the tour, the Sports Complex, they 

had the time to take a group photo together and wrapped up 

the event successfully. 

In related news, the preparatory committee held a ‘Visiting 

Ceremony for the 30th Anniversary of Admission of 1990 KUS 

Alumni’ on October 24 in the International Remote Conference 

Room.

The ‘2020 Smart APP Development Competition’ hosted by the 

Korea University Sejong Library took place on November 26. 

The theme of the competition involved developing smart mobile 

apps related to Korea University Sejong Campus in hopes of 

discovering students’ creative ideas and reinforcing the infor-

mation service development capabilities of undergraduates. 

Professor Kim Sungpyo of the Environmental Engineering De-

partment and Head of the Library stated that, “I am grateful to 

the students for participating in this contest with many creative 

and fun ideas. Many competitions are taking place that are 

related to the Fourth Industrial Revolution such as AI. I believe 

that through these competitions, many young students will be 

able to decide their paths or newly apply knowledge to different 

areas. This competition may be considered a small one, but it 

can surely provide a solid foundation to acquire improved capa-

bilities in the future and can lead to the actual development of 

a service app. The contestants who were given awards at our 

contest possess the ability to win in any other competitions. I 

would like to congratulate them once again.”

Six teams in the competition were awarded the Grand Prize, 

two Second Prizes, and three Third Prizes, and a total of three 

hundred million won was distributed among the contestants.

The following are the winners of the 2020 Smart APP Development Competition:

▲ Grand Prize: Team Orange (Hwang Seungmin, Joo Kwonil), ‘Hello! Korea University’ 

▲Second Prize:  Team Ohrightmyumbrella (An Bumjun, Hwang Sooyeon), ‘Oh Um-

brella’ Team HowMany (Kim Younghwan, Kim Sejin), ‘HowMay’

▲ Third Prize:  Team KU-Rental (Ha Yejin, Kim Soobin, Choi Gayoung), ‘Korea Univer-

sity Rental Service’; Team Lee Hyein (Lee Hyein), ‘BookAclass’; Team 

#Com-myoong Us (Jeon Yonghoo, Lee Hyejin, Yang Hyomin), ‘KUboard.’

On September 28, the Joh Foundation, Korea University, and KAYAC 

(Korean American Youth Assistance Coalition) participated in the 

‘Korea University Sejong Social Contribution Fund’ and an agree-

ment ceremony was held at Korea University’s Seoul Campus. 

The agreement ceremony was done online through Zoom due to 

COIVD-19. Participants in this ceremony included the chairman of 

Joh Foundation, Cho Younggeun, and president of the Root Educa-

tion Foundation, Cho Jinhaeng, as donors, and on the school side, 

President Jeong Jintaek, Vice President Kim Young, and director of 

the office of Development & External Affairs, Song Hyeokgi. 

Chairman Cho agreed to donate 260 thousand dollars to KAYAC from 

‘Joh Foundation,’ a non-profit corporation, which was founded for the 

purpose of community service. Starting from 2021, donations of 26 

thousand dollars will be given yearly for a total of ten years adding 

up to 260 thousand dollars for ‘Motherland Education’ that provides 

a chance for Korean American students to visit their homeland. 

Chairman Cho said, “I hope that the motherland visitation program 

continues to make forward progress, and I hope that students can visit 

Korea and learn and experience the pride of their nation.” President 

Cho of KAYAC said, “The foundation has been participating in donation 

events for 20 years, and the donation by chairman Cho will provide a 

steppingstone to conduct the motherland visitation business consis-

tently with Korea University.” The donation made by Chairman Cho is 

going to be used for the Motherland Education Foundation, which is 

run together with Korea University, and to revitalize the event after 

having been affected by COVID-19. President Jeong said, “I am hap-

py that Korea University is running this program to provide education 

for Korean students abroad that creates awareness of their roots 

and their identity. The biggest obstacle to running this program was 

finance, but Chairman Cho has donated a sizeable amount to help 

us overcome this obstacle. With this, we will try our best to educate 

Korean students living abroad about their roots and instill in them a 

feeling of pride that will live on throughout their lives.” 

Vice-president Kim said, “I think there is a great meaning in giving 

Korean students living abroad chances to visit and learn about Korea. 

Since sustaining this program is important, I think that reminding our 

members at the school of how important this program is and how 

much tradition it has is important.”

Korea University Sejong Campus has run the Motherland Educa-

tion program with KAYAC since 2009. The program and the visita-

tion experience underlying it provide an opportunity for Korean stu-

dents living abroad to grow into international talents with a national 

and pioneering spirit. 

In other news, the Motherland Education program that was sched-

uled for this July was cancelled due to COVID-19, but once the pan-

demic situation improves, it is scheduled to start again next year. 

04
Korea University Sejong Campus Professor Oh Changhyun Selected for 

‘Total Governmental Department Medical Device Research Development Project’

Professor Oh Changhyun’s research team from Korea Universi-

ty Sejong Campus’s Department of Electronics and Information 

Engineering was selected for the Total Governmental Depart-

ment Medical Device R&D Project, which supports the re-

search development of medical devices in order to embody the 

fostering of global corporations and lead the fields of medical 

care and medical welfare through governmental departments 

(Science and Technology, Industry, Welfare, Food and Drugs).

Starting from 2020, research will be conducted for six years 

until 2025 with financial support from the government in the 

amount of 11 billion won. The research is aimed at developing 

a clinical brain-dedicated 7T MRI system and imaging modality 

with permission from the Ministry of Food and Drug Safety, and 

the research will be accomplished through a consortium.



58 59KU Sejong Vol.05KOREA UNIVERSITY SEJONG CAMPUS 

07
Choi Hyejin of Faculty of Global Sport Studies 

Wins KLPGA Tour Final Event to Cap Three Consecutive Victories

On November 15, Choi Hyejin of the Faculty of Global Sport Studies walked away 

victorious in the KLPGA Tour’s SK Telecom ADT Caps Championship held at the 

Laviebel Country Club’s Old Course in Chun Cheon, Kangwon-do.

Choi’s victory helped her finish up the season on a high note after a season that 

saw her earn thirteen top ten finishes out of the fifteen events she participated in.

Choi now proudly holds the honor of being the only player to have recorded three 

consecutive wins, to go along with two wins in 2017 as an amateur, two wins in 

2018, and five wins last season. From the time she stepped on tour, she has been 

viewed as a golfer who constantly builds on her achievements, and with those 

winning ways, all eyes are now set squarely on her future. 

06
Korea University Sejong Campus Faculty of Convergence Business Donates to 

Upper-year Students Facing Difficulties from COVID-19

Faculty of Convergence Business professors provided 45 million 

won through the Jung Gyunhwa and Misun scholarship funds to 

a total of 58 students.

This scale of the scholarship is the largest ever since the 

scholarship was instituted, with 58 students receiving between 

500,000won and 1 million won each. 

Division of Business Administration Professor Kim Sunhyuk 

mentioned that, “I can really feel how the students have faced 

difficulties with their studies due to COVID-19. To make up for 

the decrease in scholarship aid that each student received this 

year, the professors have collectively pooled their resources to 

ensure that as many students as possible receive financial aid in 

the second semester.”

Even though the situation with the virus is ongoing, the love 

that graduates show to their juniors has remained strong. First, 

Kang Panmuk, Park Jeongpil, Lee Donghan, Cho Takyeong, Lim 

Jongcheol, Cho Yeonggyun, Choi Byeongil, Song Sinheon, Shin 

Hongu, Lee Hoyong, Kim Ucheol, and Park Seonwon have collec-

tively donated twenty million won towards the scholarship fund. 

These graduates, who promised to donate a certain amount of 

money each year, have done so to encourage their juniors who 

are maintaining their studies under the influence of the virus. 

Those graduates, who are employed at a law firm after passing 

last year’s second tax accountant exam and second CPA (Certified 

Public Accountant) exam this year, are participating in the dona-

tion chain by promising to be part of the Sejong CPTA Scholar-

ship Program with donations of 200,000 won each month from 

January 2020 for a total of 10 years and twenty million won. 

This scholarship program, which started from January 2020, has 

set a goal of gathering 130 million won total.

As a result of many donations this time around, the goal will be 

expanded to 150 million won.

05
Women’s Football Team Wins Autumn Korean University 

Women’s Football League Championship

From November 2 to 8, the 2020 Autumn Korean University Women’s Football 

League Tournament was held in Hwacheon-gun, Gangwon Province, with the 

Korea University Sejong Campus Women’s Football Team emerging victorious, 

marking their second championship (Queen’s National Women’s Football Cham-

pionship) won while allowing no goals. 

This tournament was held without any spectators due to COVID-19, and eight 

teams participated. The Korea University Sejong Campus Women’s Football 

team grabbed the win in dominant fashion and their second at this tournament 

which they achieved two years ago.

KUS TODAY

08
Professor Gyu-do Lee and Jin-Sung Park's Joint Research Team 

Selected for 2020 All-Ministerial Medical Device R&D Project

A collaborative research team comprised of Professor Gyu-do 

Lee of the Department of Biotechnology & Bioinformatics at the 

main campus and Professor Jin-Sung Park of the Department 

of Electro-Mechanical Systems Engineering, together with the 

Korea Micro Medical Robot Research Institute, have been se-

lected for the 2020 All-Ministerial Medical Device R&D Project 

with their research topic titled, ‘Development of Biomimetic 

Smart Micro Medical-Robot and Optical Detection System Based 

on Cell Membrane Coating Technology,’ in the Next-generation 

Micro Medical-Robot system field, which will lead the Fourth In-

dustrial Revolution and future medical environment.

Professor Gyu-do Lee is the executive research director and 

head of detail 1, and Prof. Jin-sung Park is a participating 

researcher, while Korea Micro Medical-Robot Research Insti-

tute’s (KIMIRo) Senior Researcher Do-yeon Bang (Professor in 

Chonnam National University’s College of AI Convergence) is 

participating as institution manager of detail 2.

The Micro Medical-Robot is an ultra-compact robot with a size 

of 1-mm or less and a form of cutting-edge technology that 

is intended to be used for disease monitoring and treatment 

while moving inside the human body through blood vessels. By 

developing a Micro Medical-Robot coated with cell membrane/

nanoparticle, the research team can not only avoid immune 

reactions from blood cells (red blood cells, white blood cells, 

etc.), but ultimately develop a biosensing platform that can de-

tect inflammation-related factors (hydrogen ion concentration 

index, active oxygen) as well. 

The final goal of this joint research team will be achieved 

through the development of a cell membrane-coated biomi-

metic smart Micro Medical-Robot and optical detection sys-

tem, with the fusion of gold nanoparticle synthesis, and cell 

membrane extraction and coating technology, which Professor 

Gyu-do Lee’s team has been conducting for the past several 

years, converged with Professor Jin-Sung Park’s team’s 3D hi-

erarchical nanostructure-based SERS platform and nanograss 

substrate manufacturing technology.
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Student Kim Seyoung Wins LPGA Tour’s Pelican Championship

On November 22, Kim Seyoung, a student from the Faculty of 

Global Sport Studies, won the LPGA Tour’s Pelican Women’s 

Championship held at the Pelican Golf Club in Bel Air, Florida, 

USA. Her previous win came at the KPMG Women’s PGA Cham-

pionship, with this win marking her second this season.

Following the victory, Kim rose to no. 2 in the women’s world 

rankings with a score of 7.38, putting her in range of catching 

10
Korea University Sejong Campus College of Global Business Achieves Three Consecutive Years of being Nominated 

as Sports Industry Business Practice Custom-Made Professional Manpower Training Institution

Korea University Sejong Campus College of Global Business has 

accomplished the honor of achieving three consecutive years of 

being nominated as the Sports Industry Business Practice Cus-

tom-Made Professional Manpower Training Institution.

The program resolves enterprises’ difficulties and, in the pro-

cess, cultivates business practice professional manpower in 

ways that leads to official employment of students. This gov-

ernment supported program is led by Han Nam Hee, professor 

of Sport Business in the Division of Global Sport Studies and is 

conducted through the collaboration of many students and cor-

porations regarding big data, sports, and marketing subjects.

Corporations participating in the collaboration are FC Network, S 

Dream Square, Insight Korea Research, Ssaka Sports, the Korea 

Sports Agents Association, Bravo & New, Nassau, Sports2i, and 

Bepro. The program will take place from May 1 to September 

30, with five months of weekly visits to corporations to learn the 

details of professional administrative work.

This year, the program includes research and professional ed-

ucation courses regarding the subject, ‘Reinforcement of New 

Marketing Competence of Big Data-based Sport Corporations,’ 

as well as visits to the companies. When selected as a student 

researcher for this project, selectees will be offered professional 

education courses on sport business practice and will receive a 

scholarship and the chance to work at a corporation and possi-

ble future employment.

09
Soonori Gamjatang Delivers Donation to Korea University Sejong Campus 

Soonori Gamjatang, a pork backbone stew restaurant located 

near the campus, delivered a donation to Korea University Se-

jong Campus on October 5. The restaurant is run by a joint, hus-

band and wife team, Ko Youngkwang and Kim Myungsun. They 

stated that they wanted to return the favor to the students who 

visit their restaurant daily, and this was their reason for making 

the donation. 

Ko claimed, “I thought about how I could repay the university and 

the students. After much thought, we decided that a donation 

would be a worthwhile way to do so, and I hope that the donation 

is put to good use and that the university’s donation culture can 

become more active.”
12

Surprising Results from Education Business, Start-up, Patent, and Technology Transfer 

At the University Notification held from April, 2020, Korea Uni-

versity Sejong Campus received the gift of being ranked well 

over the national average from the analysis result. 

First, the percentage of students who completed a field study 

rose to 35.6%, reaching the top level in the country. The Field 

Study Support Center, that was in charge of last year’s field 

studies, worked with the Human Resource Development 

Center to raise the percentage by 178% from 5.22% in 2017 

and 9.3% in 2019. According to the results of the analysis, the 

school is ranked at the top of all universities with 35.6% com-

pared to the national average of 1.89%. Applicants have in-

creased every year through new field study organizations and 

the applicant selection process that matches students with 

suitable majors and acknowledges field study content before-

hand. The students are satisfied because they receive oppor-

tunities to experience working environments and cultures of 

different companies before gaining employment. 

The school rated high for support fund per student at 19.4%. 

The most important steps for the preparatory start up team to 

commercialize items is firstly, testing for level of commercial-

ization of the item and secondly, receiving funding support for 

the commercialization. Korea University Sejong Campus pro-

vides the highest funding per student so that they can follow 

these two important steps and ranked in the top 19.4% overall 

among universities in the country. The Sejong Job Center is 

running consulting and mentoring services for preparatory 

start up teams in the area of funding. 

Additionally, the price for technology transfer and patent reg-

istration for each employee in charge of scientific technology 

education business research results ranked 10% and 14.2%, 

respectively, compared to other universities in the country. 

Sejong Campus has grown significantly in terms of technology 

transfer costs, from 64.5 million won in 2017 and 99.64 million 

won in 2018, to 390 million won in 2019. The school ranked in 

the top 10% in universities in the country by calculating 3.45 

million won per employee in Scientific Technology (natural 

science, engineering, medicine). Compared to last year, it in-

creased around four times, thus moving up another step on 

the ladder. 

In the case of domestic and foreign patent registrations, last 

year, 52 patent registrations were registered, and if those reg-

istrations are divided by scientific technology employee, 0.4561 

registrations ranks in the top 14% compared to other universi-

ties in the country. This year’s rates are expected to be higher 

due to 2019’s 142 registrations. 

Go Jinyoung, the top ranked women’s golfer, who is 0.41 points 

higher. Kim is aiming for her third win of the season in either the 

final major of the year, the U.S. Women’s Open Championship 

scheduled for next month, or the CME Group Tour Championship 

to follow. Here’s hoping that Kim is able to build on her momen-

tum and continue her winning ways. 



40 Years of Challenges, 100 Years of Leaps


